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PEACE BE WITH YOU 
As pastors of Catonsville Presbyterian Church, we know that this is a 
community of love, care, and true welcome. We pray that you will 
experience our hospitality and our delight in your presence. 

Not only do we welcome you and your family, but we seek to 
welcome the full range of experiences, identities, and feelings that 
you carry. Our life together is often marked by a desire to 
thoughtfully engage God’s world and our own humanity. We’re 
compelled by the reality that the Christian life is often full of doubt, 
fear, loneliness, shortfalls, and uncertainty, in the same way that it 
can be full of beauty, belonging, love, and hope. 

Whoever you are today, whoever you have been, and whoever you 
have yet to be: you are welcome in this space. We hope to meet you 
this morning, and if not, we hope to say hello in the coming days. If 
you are interested in learning more about our ministry at Catonsville 
Presbyterian Church, consider opening your phone’s 
camera and following the QR code on this page. We’ll 
send a short email with some ways to get connected 
this week and in the weeks to come. 

Once again, welcome. You are a beloved child of God.  

Ken Kovacs 
Pastor  •  kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org 

Dorothy Boulton 
Associate Pastor  •  dboulton@catonsvillepres.org 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
ABOUT OUR CONGREGATION 

We actively engage our intellects and our hearts in what we believe to be true: that 
God’s peace, justice, and radical love are good news for every corner of our lives. 
We seek to be a place of freedom and liberation, where people of all ages and 
backgrounds deepen their connection to God and others while making a tangible 
difference in our Catonsville community and throughout the world. 

Rooted in this faith, our congregation proudly affirms the gifts, callings, and God-
given identities of LGBTQIA+ members, friends, and guests. God invites all of us 
to explore and discover the person God has created and known before all time. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES 

Educational ministries are currently held on the second week of each month. These 
Second Sundays include childcare and youth programming beginning at 10:00 
a.m. and multi-age church school for those in kindergarten through fifth grade. 
Visit catonsvillepres.org/ministries/families to learn more.  

Today, you can find children’s bulletins, books, and activities in the back of the 
sanctuary. The Fellowship Hall is available for families to use if desired. The 
service can be heard in the room and there’s plenty of space for active children.  

WELCOMING ALL GOD’S PEOPLE 

Catonsville Presbyterian Church recognizes that people of all ages have varying 
abilities and needs. If you meet or see someone with differing needs, whether an 
adult or a child, please recognize that underlying conditions may occasionally 
cause behavior that might be misrepresented as inappropriate. Please reach out. 
Ask if there is a way you might assist and otherwise be understanding and 
supportive. 
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Christ with me, 
Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, 
Christ when I sit down, 
Christ when I arise, 
Christ in the heart of everyone 

who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone 

who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
 
“St. Patrick’s Breastplate,” prayer attributed to  
St. Patrick (ca. 387-461)  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Service for the Lord’s Day 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

PRELUDE Though I May Speak (O WALY, WALY), 
 Setting by Emma Lou Diemer 

Composer and keyboard performer, Emma Lou Diemer (b. 1927) received 
her B.M. and M.M. from the Yale School of Music. She studied in Brussels, 
Belgium on a Fulbright scholarship and then went on to receive a PhD at 
the Eastman School. This beautiful tune is adapted from an English folk 
tune and can be found in Glory to God as hymn #693. The text is a 
paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 13. 

† CALL TO WORSHIP 

Let us join our voices with the saints whose lives inspire.   
We are here today, aspiring to claim the life of faith with courage.   

We are ready to worship and give thanks for whose we are.   
In our worship, we share God’s message with the world.  

Come, let us worship God! 

† HYMN #3 “Womb of Life and Source of Being” 
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PRAYER OF ADORATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, in this quiet time of prayer and meditation, we feel our souls 
stretching, reaching past our sins to be closer to you. Help us look deep into 
ourselves, that our Lenten penitence might be about more than something 
we want to give up, or even something new we want to take on. Reveal to us 
the temptations that make us complicit in the ills of this world. Rid us of the 
desire to get more and inspire us to give more. Rid us of our selfish 
insecurity and guide us in the way of selflessness. In our brokenness, may 
we find the kind of healing that brings wholeness to others.   

KYRIE #577 “Lord, Have Mercy” 
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SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Jesus walked on the earth and knows the temptations that lead us away from 
God. His gift of healing extends even to our transgressions. His life shows us 
the transforming power of God’s mercy in a world of hurt and pain. His 
ceaseless love and grace assure us of our forgiveness.  

Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks to be God!  

† RESPONSE OF PRAISE: HYMN #582 “Glory to God, Whose 
 Goodness Shines on Me” 

† PASSING OF THE PEACE  

LIFE IN COMMUNITY 
Come in your faith, and in your doubt! If you are joining us for the 
first time, we invite you to share your information by scanning the 
QR code. We would love to connect. 

Upcoming events and recent announcements are available in the 
back of the bulletin and on our website at catonsvillepres.org. 

RECOGNITION OF THE CPC FAMILY CHILD CARE CENTER 
We are grateful for the teachers, staff, families of FCCC. As we recognize the 
dedication of these individuals, we especially lift up the work of the CPCFCCC 
administration: 

Michelle Hepner Stacie Kephart Ashley Graham 
Director Assistant Director Office Manager 

Bill Zeller Joyce Danzig 
Maintenance Bookkeeper 
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We lift up the faithful service of those on the Child Care Council, both current 
council members and those who have served throughout its rich history. We 
give thanks for Donna Dittman’s service in the class of 2024. 

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027 
Betsy Hall Nancy McLaughlin Judy Halsey 
Jess Renn, co-chair Megan Long Lyn Walther 
Johanna Santa Rita 
Rich Johns, co-chair 
Diane McCarter 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Your word, O God, has power to change our lives and to create a whole new 
world. As we meditate on your word this day, fill us with your Holy Spirit, 
that we may treasure your word with our whole hearts and fix our eyes on 
you. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 Page 735 of the Old Testament 

HYMN #692 “Spirit, Open My Heart” 

SCRIPTURE John 12:20-33 
 Pages 106-107 of the New Testament 

SERMON “The Desire to See” 
 Ken Kovacs 



Order of Worship 

 

† † Please rise in body or in spirit Fifth Sunday in Lent 9 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

CALL TO OFFERING 

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 

OFFERTORY 

† DOXOLOGY #607 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below;  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

† PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Merciful God, we thank you for your wonderful works among humankind. 
Accept this offering with the dedication of our lives and help us be an 
emblem of your steadfast love for the world, in Jesus Christ. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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† HYMN #543 “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 

† BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee 
 Chorale and Variation, Setting by Georg Böhm 

German Baroque composer Georg Böhm (1661-1733) had a profound influence 
on the young Johann Sebastian Bach, who loved and studied Böhm’s music 
and was possibly tutored by him while living in Lüneburg. “This hymn and its 
tune were created by the author/composer at the age of twenty in 
thanksgiving for finding employment many weeks after being left almost 
penniless following a robbery.” (from Glory to God, hymn 816) 
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SOURCES  

Image: Ardboe High Cross (late sixth century), County Tyrone, Northern Ireland. 

Storytelling the Season: Covenant. Karen Ware Jackson. “When we learn in God’s 
story together, we grow in God’s story together.” —Heather Ruth Johnson. 

Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 
2013). 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License 
with license #A-734388; CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 + Streaming License B 
481071 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

Dorothy Boulton 
Associate Pastor 

Keith and Kathy Glennan 
A/V Production 

Wendy Johnston 
Organist and Assistant Director of 
Music 

Greg Knauf  
Director of Music 

Ken Kovacs 
Pastor 

Vickie Lord 
Social media support 

Cynthia Schwanz 
Liturgist 

LEARNING & GROWING 
Access the articles for Adult Education at catonsvillepres.org/belonging 

THE PRACTICES OF LENT: PRAYER, FASTING, AND COMPASSION 
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Sunday, March 17| Led by Ken Kovacs| 9:00 a.m. in the Library  

The season of Lent is a time for growth in faith—through prayer, spiritual 
discipline, and self-examination in preparation for the annual commemoration of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. In our journey through these forty days (minus 
Sundays), we are invited to reflect deeply on how to live out the meaning of our 
baptism as disciples. We’ll explore three key practices associated with Lent: prayer, 
fasting, and works of love or compassion. We’ll give special attention to how we 
can nurture our inner life and cultivate loving habits of the heart. And we’ll offer 
ways to make these essential practices more meaningful and relevant in our walk 
with Christ. 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: TOWARD A THEOLOGY OF DEATH 

Final meeting on March 21| Led by Ken Kovacs | 10:30 a.m. in the Library 

Thursday Morning Bible Study resumes in Lent for a special series that explores 
the Bible’s understanding of death. The Bible does not speak with one voice on this 
subject. What we find in Judaism is a gradual unfolding of insights into the nature 
of death, God’s relationship to death (and the dying), and speculations about life 
after death. Many of these ideas are present in the Old Testament but take on new 
and deeper meanings after the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection. Each week we’ll 
study a different passage of scripture, supported by additional articles and 
reflection pieces to inform our discussions.  We plan to look at the following texts: 
Genesis 3, Psalm 23 and Ecclesiastes, Ezekiel 37, John 11, and 1 Corinthians 15.    
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MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

Sunday, March 24| 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to an Easter-themed escape room. Snacks and 
drinks are provided. Contact Jenny Hutton (jenhutton2010@gmail.com) with 
questions. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fellowship Hour 
Thank you to the Childcare Council and FCCC for hosting today’s Fellowship 
Hour! Today’s St. Patrick’s Day refreshments will be served in the lower-level 
classroom. Use the stairs between the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary. 

Good Friday Vigil 
On Good Friday between noon and 3 p.m., you're invited to sign up for a 15-
minute slot (or multiple slots) to pray and keep vigil in the sanctuary. Everyone is 
welcome to spend time praying in the sanctuary regardless of whether you are 
signed up or not. Sign up now at tinyurl.com/vigil-24. 

Home Communion 
The Deacons are scheduling home communion the week after Easter (April 1-3). If 
you would like to set up a time for a Deacon visit, please contact Dorothy Boulton 
(dboulton@catonsvillepres.org) by March 20.  

Palm Sunday 
On Palm Sunday, March 24, children should meet in Fellowship Hall before 
worship to wave palms for the processional hymn. Parents are invited to 
accompany young children. After worship, all ages are invited to the Fellowship 
Hall for an Easter craft. 



Life in Community 

 

Catonsville Presbyterian Church  † 
14 

Scouting for Food – Thank You! 
The annual Scouting for Food collection was very successful. Last week, Scout 
Troop 306 collected 829 pounds of food and Cub Pack 306 collected 275 pounds. 
The food pantries at St. Gabriel's and Catonsville Emergency Assistance received 
these donations early in the week. 

Thanks to Scout leader Hope Riley, Pack leader Eric Silva, and all the adults who 
helped make this a successful project. Thank you to our members and friends for 
contributing to this effort and for assisting our neighbors in need. 

Night at the Yard 
Back by popular demand, we’re planning another Night at the Yard! On May 17, 
we will watch the Orioles play the Mariners. Tickets are $16 per person. To reserve 
your tickets, please contact Stephanie Stevens (shfemrite@gmail.com) no later than 
April 10. Hope to see you there! 

Iftar dinner 
Please plan to join us for dinner in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, April 6th at 6:30 
p.m. A breaking of the fast meal (Iftar), celebrating Ramadan, will be shared with 
our Muslim friends from Maryland Turkish American Inhabitants (MARTI). 
Dinner will be served at sundown, preceded and followed by a shared program 
led by MARTI and CPC. Reservations are required and our congregation will have 
50 seats available. Please register online at tinyurl.com/iftar-24 or contact the 
church office. Should you need assistance with reservations please email 
office@catonsvillepres.org or call (410) 747-6180.  

Questions about the event should be directed to Nancy Henderson at (410) 788-
5414 or henderrath1@verizon.net. 
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Bridges to Housing Stability: Beans & Bags for Bridges 
Join in a day of fun and community as we work to end homelessness through 
Bridges to Housing Stability’s Beans & Bags fundraiser! Enjoy delicious chili from 
Absolutely Perfect Catering, compete in a friendly cornhole tournament, place 
bids on exciting silent auction items, and listen to live music by local musicians. 
Chili tickets and cornhole registration are now available at tinyurl.com/beans-
bags-24.  
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EVENTS THIS WEEK  

Day Event Location/Time Contact 

Today The Practices of Lent Library, 9 a.m. Ken Kovacs 
kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org 

 Worship Sanctuary, 10:30 a.m. Church Office 
office@catonsvillepres.org 

 Children and Youth 
Choir 

Choir room,  
after worship 

Wendy Johnston 
wjohnston@catonsvillepres.org 

Mon. Contemplative Prayer Zoom, 7 p.m. Brenda Logue 
naylogue@aol.com 

Tues. Needlework Group Zoom, 10:30 a.m. Cindy Gunderson 
cinron.md@gmail.com 

 Staff Meeting Church House, 1 p.m. Church Office 
office@catonsvillepres.org 

 Passages Circle 7 p.m. Laurie White 
thewhites@brickhouse112.com 

Wed. Adult Education 
Committee 

Zoom, 7 p.m. Susan Jaeger 
susan.jaeger7@gmail.com 

Thurs. Bible Study Library & Zoom, 
10:30 a.m. 

Ken Kovacs 
kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org 

 Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary, 7 p.m. Greg Knauf 
gknauf@catonsvillepres.org 

Sat. Church Grounds 
Workday 

Meet in parking lot,  
9 a.m. to noon 

Ron Gunderson 
cinron.md@gmail.com 
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Day Event Location/Time Contact 

Next Sun. Palm Sunday Sanctuary, 10:30 a.m. Church Office 
office@catonsvillepres.org 

 Catonsville Concerts at 3 Sanctuary, 3 p.m.  David Hutton 
dhutton1@verizon.net 

 Youth Group Fellowship Hall, 6 p.m. Jenny Hutton 
jenhutton2010@gmail.com 

 

GIVING UPDATE 
As of 02/29/2024 

We publish these numbers every week out of our 
gratitude for your financial giving. Thank you for your 
generosity toward our ministry and life together! 

Per capita is set by the Presbytery of Baltimore at $40 
per member for 2024. Any contribution toward per 
capita is greatly appreciated. 

Actual income ....................... $180,500 
Actual expense .................... - $128,631 

Total ........................................... $51,869 

CPC per capita total ................ $16,400 

Contributions received ................ $495 



Life in Community 

 

Catonsville Presbyterian Church  † 
18 

ABOUT THE SANCTUARY CROSSES 

The cross is an ancient symbol of Christianity and an image of Jesus' ultimate 
sacrifice. In the 1980s, church member Robert Respess hand crafted several 
different types and gifted them to us. We hope these crosses will be a blessing to 
the congregation and inspire additional study. There are many!  

Latin Cross 
(Lefthand side, closest to 
piano) The Latin cross is 
one of the simplest 
crosses in Christian 
iconography. 

St. Andrew’s Cross 
(Lefthand side, behind Latin 
cross) A martyr’s cross 
reminding us of the risks 
of our faith. 

Tau Cross 
(Lefthand side, behind Latin 
and St. Andrew’s crosses) 
The incomplete upper 
portion of this cross 
makes it a symbol for 
Advent. 

Anchor Cross 
(Lefthand side, farthest from piano) 
The anchor cross, sometimes 
called a mariner’s cross or St. 
Clement’s Cross, is often used 
as a symbol of hope and 
steadfastness. 

Celtic Cross 
(Righthand side, closest to organ) The Celtic cross first appeared 
as early as the ninth century in Ireland and Iona. According 
to legend, Saint Patrick combined the Latin cross with pagan 
symbolism to form this cross. 
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HOLY WEEK 
Palm Sunday Worship 
March 24 | 10:30 a.m. 
This Palm Sunday, we’ll enjoy special festivities that focus on the adoration of 
Christ and that ground us for the week ahead. 

Lent Gathering 
March 24 | After worship 
After worship on Palm Sunday, all ages are invited to a time for fellowship and an 
Easter craft. 

Maundy Thursday 
March 28 | 7 p.m. 
As we mark Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, we will gather for a Communion 
service in the sanctuary. This service will begin at 7 p.m. and last roughly an hour.

Prayer Vigil 
March 29 | Between noon and 3 p.m. 
The sanctuary will be open between noon and 3 p.m. on Good Friday for those 
who would like to privately pray, meditate, or engage in contemplation. Sign up 
now for a slot at tinyurl.com/vigil-24.

Good Friday Worship 
March 29 | 7 p.m. 
At 7 p.m. on Good Friday, a simple contemplative service will be held at the 
labyrinth. In the event of rain, we will gather in the main church building.

Resurrection of the Lord 
March 31 | 10:30 a.m. 
We will celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord at 10:30 a.m. with choral anthems, 
special music, and a joyous service of worship and Communion.



 

Catonsville Presbyterian Church 
1400 Frederick Rd., Catonsville MD 21228 

catonsvillepres.org  •  (410) 747-6180 

@CatonsvillePres on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube 
Please note that today’s service is streamed. 
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Womb of Life and Source of Being
THE TRIUNE GOD

3

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Ruth Duck, 1986, 1990, alt.
MUSIC: Skinner Chávez-Melo, 1983
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music © 1985, 1991 Skinner Chávez-Melo

RAQUEL
8.7.8.7.D

Old and new metaphors drawn from Psalm 23; John 1:14, 14:26, 20:19–23; Hebrews 5:1–10; and Genesis 1:1–2
combine here to express faith in and praise to the Triune God, identified as Source, Word, and Spirit. The
second line of stanza two is adapted from Charles Wesley (see no. 119).

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

003-womb of life-707.mus, Page 1
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Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me

SERVICE MUSIC

582

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008
MUSIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile
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Spirit, Open My Heart
DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

692

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Ruth Duck, 1994
MUSIC: Irish melody; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011
Text © 1996 The Pilgrim Press
Music Harm. © 2011 Alfred V.  Fedak

WILD MOUNTAIN THYME
Irregular

The pace and diversity of modern life often hinder us from remaining vulnerable to our emotions and to the
humanness of other people. This prayerful text to be open to such joys and pains draws on Ezekiel 11:19 and
36:26 in stanza one and echoes Jeremiah 31:33 in stanza two.
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TEXT and MUSIC: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, 2004
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GREEN TYLER
9.8.9.5.5

This hymn is a 21st-century adaptation of the traditional Celtic prayer style known as a lorica (Latin for
“armor” or “breastplate”). Many such petitions for God’s presence and protection were never written down,
but this one is based on an example attributed to St. Patrick.
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