
 

___________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

CATONSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 22, 2021 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Prelude: Berceuse Louis Vierne 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive)  

Choose this day whom you will serve. 

As for me and my household, 

we will serve the Lord.  
 

*Hymn 49 (For those following at home, see page 8.) 

 “The God of Abraham Praise” LEONI 
 

Call to Confession  

Let us confess who we are before a just and  

merciful God and before one another. Let us pray. 

 

Prayer of Confession (Responsive) 

God of Israel and God of Jesus Christ, we would 

not be here if you had not chosen to touch our lives with 

your love. We cannot hide our wonder that you should 

choose to enter our world and our lives in person –  

in Jesus. Yet we confess that we sometimes have 

trouble in our decision-making when faced with 

questions of whether we wholeheartedly serve you or not. 

 

We are often tempted to put other than you first in our  

lives – when we are faced, often daily, with choices which 

affect how we live as your faithful people – choices 

about how we share the gifts you have given us. 

 

Forgive us when the choices we make reflect not your 

glory, but our own selfishness. 

 

Forgive us when the choices we make revolve around 

judging or condemning others, of writing others off 

because of different beliefs and perspectives. 
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___________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 

 
Forgive us when the choices we make contribute 

to our own prosperity and well-being while ignoring 

the needs of others. 

 

Forgive us when the choices we make diminish 

our awareness of you, O God, in the midst of those 

who suffer. 

 

Gracious and loving God, strengthen us where we are weak 

with the renewing power of your Spirit, so that the choices 

we make clearly reveal our identity as your faithful people, 

and as sincere and devoted followers of Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord – in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness  

In body and in soul, in life and in death, our salvation lies 

in the faith and the hope that we are not our own, but belong 

to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. In Christ, we are forgiven. 

We are freed from sin. We are given permission to begin again. 

Amen. 

*Response of Praise: Hymn 581 (See page 9.) Gloria Patri 

*Passing of the Peace 

Life in Community 

The peace and joy of the Lord 

 be with you and yours today. 

Thank you for joining us for worship. 

Other announcements…. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Hymn 50 (See page 10.) “Deep in the Shadows of the Past” SHEPHERD’S PIPES 

 

Prayer for Illumination (Unison) 

Open us to your life-giving Word, Holy God. 

Help us set aside all that confuses the clarity 

you can bring. Focus our attention on the Word 

read and proclaimed so we might hear and know 

your truth. Amen. 
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___________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 

 
Scripture: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 

Message: The Choices We Make 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Responsive) 

Choose this day whom you will serve, and whom 

you will worship. Will you worship and serve the LORD 

in sincerity and faithfulness, or will you follow after  

other Gods? 

 

Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to  

serve other gods, for it is the LORD our God who has  

brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of bondage, and who has done great  

things in our sight. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, 

the LORD is our God. 

 

And to what do you testify? 

 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: 

 Who has created and is creating, 

 Who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh 

  To reconcile and make new, 

 Who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the church: 

 To celebrate God’s presence, 

 To love and serve others, 

 To seek justice and resist evil, 

 To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

  Our judge and our hope. 

 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

 God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 

  (Statement of Faith, United Church of Canada) 
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___________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 

 

Offering 

Freely you have received, freely give. (Matt 10:8b) 

 

You may give online through our website, catonsvillepres.org. 

 

In a time of silence now, let us remember 

 and give thanks for God’s gifts to us this week: 

 time, talent, money, family, relationships, 

 friends, life itself. 

Then ask yourself: 

 where is the Spirit leading me this week  

 to share my gifts through the work 

of the church and the love of neighbor?  

 

Musical Offering: “Come, Thou Fount” arr. Molly Ijames 

 

Prayer of Dedication (Unison) 

Almighty God, from whom all blessings flow, 

help us to be thankful for all your gifts. Accept 

these offerings as tokens of our thanks and praise. 

Accept our commitment to serve and worship you 

as our lived response of gratitude. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Eternal God, 

anxiety constricts and muscles tense as summer wanes, 

teachers, staff and students return to school, 

and the delta variant looms. 

 

What will this year bring? What new challenges will we meet? 

Have we learned enough, renewed ourselves enough to  

begin again? Will we do better? Will we survive? 

 

Gracious and patient God, bear with us in our fear and 

uncertainty. Calm our pinched nerves with the Spirit’s 

deep breath of peace. Guide and direct us with your wisdom. 

As we pour ourselves out to you in prayer, hear and receive us, 

Holy God. We come as we are. 

 

Great and wonderful God, we praise you for the gifts with 

which you bless us. Gifts of renewal, gifts of unexpected grace. 
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___________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 

 

Hear us in the silence as we give thanks to you…. 

 

Merciful God, strengthen us in prayer that we might  

lift up the brokenness of this world for your healing. 

You make all things new, O God, and we offer our  

prayers for the renewal of our world and the healing 

of its wounds. 

 

Especially we pray for: 

 those who remain isolated; 

 those who are sick, those newly infected, those with  

long-term symptoms, the hospitals 

and hospital personnel under mounting pressure; 

 the children who cannot get vaccinated, yet must 

return to school; 

 the people of the world without access to vaccines, 

to affordable and advanced heath care; 

 the people of Haiti devastated by earthquake and storms; 

 the people of Afghanistan whose future is uncertain; 

for all who are anxious or afraid. 

 

Into the silence, we pour our own cares and worries, and 

lift up our neighbors, ourselves, and those for whom 

we have been asked to pray… 

 

O God, you are the well-spring of life. Pour into our thirsty 

souls the living water of your grace, that we may be  

refreshed this day to continue in mission and ministry. 

 

May the pressures of this moment not pummel or  

paralyze, but encourage us to lean into exposed needs 

and lean on each other, and you, for strength and support. 

 

United as a family of faith and as the Body of Christ, 

we lift these prayers up to you, God our Creator, 

Redeemer and Sustainer. 

 

Finally, hear us as we pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name. 
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___________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 

 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 63 (See page 11.) “The Lord is God” AZMON 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

Whom do we worship and serve?  

God, and God alone. 

 

May we go into the world renewed in God’s faithfulness, 

redeemed by Christ, and sent out to serve by the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Postlude: Italian Hymn Albert Travis 
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Participants 

• Dorothy Boulton, associate pastor 

• Debbie Davis, ruling elder/liturgist 

• Kathy and Keith Glennan, ruling elder; video production 

• Christopher Keenan, organist 

• Greg Knauf, vocalist 

• Kenneth E. Kovacs, pastor 

• Vickie Lord, social media support 

• Dottie Marshall, ruling elder/sanctuary set-up 

• Ann Quinn, clarinetist 

 

Sources 

• Book of Common Worship (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2018). 

• Worship Resources, The Presbyterian Outlook. 

• Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2013). 

• "Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with 

license #A-734388; CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 4/30/2021 + Streaming License B 

20481071 4/30/2021” 
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Catonsville Presbyterian Church 
1400 Frederick Road • Catonsville, MD 21228-5017 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Church  410-747-6180     www.catonsvillepres.org 

Child Care Center  410-747-4581     www.cpcfccc.org 

kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org      dboulton@catonsvillepres.org 

office@catonsvillepres.org 
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