CATONSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Order of Worship
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 7, 2021
Prelude: “Go Down, Moses”
American spiritual
setting by Calvin Taylor (b. 1948)
Call to Worship
From Psalm 147
How good it is to sing praises to our God;
for God is gracious,
and a song of praise is fitting.
God heals the brokenhearted,
and binds up their wounds.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
God’s understanding is beyond measure.
Let us worship God!
Hymn 645 – See pages 6 & 7. “Sing Praise to God
Who Reigns Above”
MIT FREUDEN ZART
Call to Confession
Isaiah exclaims: “Have you not known?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
God does not faint or grow weary,”
but rather comes to us to renew our strength.
So let us make our confession before God
and one another, and find therein renewed life in God.
Prayer of Confession
O God, our creator, sustainer and redeemer,
we confess our feelings of exile
and alienation amid a global pandemic,
and we wonder where you are.
We fear your absence when in fact
you are most present to us.
Restore in us a sense of your comfort and care.
Renew our strength so that we might
mount up with wings like eagles.
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Assurance of Pardon
The God who hung the stars and the moon
has come close to each and all with mercy and love.
Hear the good news of the gospel:
We are forgiven and empowered by God’s Spirit
to run and not be weary, to walk and not faint.
Thanks be to God!
Response of Praise – Hymn 582
“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”

GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)

Life in Community
The peace and joy of the Lord be with you and yours today.
Thank you for joining us for worship.
Other announcements….
Children’s Message
Prayer for Illumination
O God, open our hearts by the power of your Holy Spirit
so that the words of Scripture that we hear this day
may become your Word that empowers our lives
in this time and place. Amen.
Scripture: Isaiah 40:21-31
Sermon: Renewing Our Strength
Hymn 834 – See page 8. “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
Offering
God has showered us with good gifts.
In response to this love, let us give all of who we are in return:
our hearts, minds, energies, and resources.
You may give online through our website, catonsvillepres.org.
If you’re not a member or friend of the CPC community,
please consider giving to a faith community where you live,
a neighborhood church that could use your support at this time.
In a time of silence now, let us remember and give thanks
for God’s gifts to us this week:
time, talent, money, family, relationships, friends, life itself.
Then ask yourself: where is the Spirit leading me this week
to share my gifts through the work of the church
and the love of neighbor?

PRECIOUS LORD

Musical Offering: “Steal Away”
Natalia Vladimirova, violin
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African-American spiritual, arr. Hal H. Hopson

Prayer of Dedication
O God, we give you thanks for the gifts of creation,
and for the gift of life itself.
We dedicate our resources to you,
trusting and hoping that they will
build up your work in our world. Amen.
Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer
God of creation and redemption, your prophet Isaiah reminds
us that you have established the heavenly host and invite us to
“Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these?”
We thank you for this assurance of your strength and power.
You have created all things and continue to sustain them.
You also come into our present moment, our times of vulnerability
and trial, to renew our strength, and for this we are thankful!
Yet we acknowledge, O God, that the realities of the
pandemic weigh heavily upon us, upon our children,
upon our nation, and the entire globe.
Our crisis feels like an exile, because we are living with
profound isolation and deep vulnerability.
Teach us, O God, that stand-alone self-sufficiency is an illusion
and is not your will for us.
Help us to discern our deep interdependency
with one another and with you.
Help us to trust in the comforting words of the prophet Isaiah
that remind us that you give power to the faint
and strengthen the powerless,
and that those who wait on you
“shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.”
These words affirm that you, O God,
can make a way when there appears to be no way.
Thus we continue to pray for weary healthcare workers
in the trenches of this pandemic
and for all who are now facilitating vaccinations.
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We pray for your comfort for all who are sick
and for all who have lost loved ones.
Empower us to be agents of love and justice
for all who are suffering in our midst.
We pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
who taught us to pray saying, Our Father …
Hymn 339 – See pages 9 & 10. “Lift Every Voice and Sing”

LIFT EVERY VOICE

Blessing & Charge
God gives power to the faint,
strengthens the powerless.
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.
Go with the blessing of God—
Father, Son, Holy Spirit—
today, tomorrow, and always.
Postlude: “Soon I Will Be Done”

American spiritual, setting by Calvin Taylor

~ ~ ~ ~
Music Note
In 1970, Calvin Taylor became the first organist in Oberlin Conservatory of Music’s 155-year history
to improvise a graduate recital encore (an eleven-minute extemporization on O Du Fröliche,
Weihnachtzeit "Sicilian Mariners"). At The University of Michigan, Taylor studied organ with Marilyn
Mason and composition with Leslie Bassett, earning the degree Master of Music in 1974. Among Dr.
Taylor's published works are Five Spirituals for Organ, 1998 and Spiritual Suite for Organ, 2002. Both
volumes were commissioned by and dedicated to Dr. Marilyn Mason (who, incidentally, on June 18,
1965, played a recital on the new pipe organ at Catonsville Presbyterian Church.)
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Participants
• Dorothy Boulton, associate pastor
• Kathy and Keith Glennan, video production
• Susan Hutton, sanctuary set-up coordinator
• Jason Kissel, interim organist
• Greg Knauf, director of music, vocalist
• Kenneth E. Kovacs, pastor
• Vickie Lord, teleprompter
• Cheryl Thurber, liturgist
• Natalia Vladimirova, violin
Sources
• Dr. Roger Gench, interim editor, The Presbyterian Outlook.
• Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (Louisville, Westminster John Knox
Press, 2018).
• Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2013).
• "Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with
license #A-734388; CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 4/30/2021 + Streaming License B
20481071 4/30/2021”
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Catonsville Presbyterian Church
1400 Frederick Road • Catonsville, MD 21228-5017
Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Church 410-747-6180 www.catonsvillepres.org
Child Care Center 410-747-4581 www.cpcfccc.org
kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org dboulton@catonsvillepres.org
office@catonsvillepres.org

