CATONSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Order of Worship
Baptism of the Lord
January 10, 2021
Prelude: Le Banquet Céleste (The Celestial Banquet)
Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)
“All that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood,
dwelleth in me, and I in them."
Call to Worship
The voice of the Lord is over the water,
and in the temple
God’s people say: Glory!
The heavens opened, the Spirit descended,
and a voice sounded: This is my Beloved Son.
Do not fear, for the Lord has spoken:
I have called you by name; you are mine.
Come, let us worship God!
Hymn 3 – See page 7.
”Womb of Life and Source of Being”

RAQUEL

Call to Confession
A prophet appeared in the wilderness,
calling the people to repent, be baptized,
and prepare the way of the Lord.
We return to the water to confess our sin,
giving thanks for the grace of Jesus Christ,
the one who was sent to save us.
Prayer of Confession
God of all glory, you look from heaven and see us as we are—
reluctant to kneel at your feet,
reluctant—not ready—to welcome your way.
Forgive us, gracious God.
In Christ, stoop down to save us;
loosen the ties that bind us to sin,
that hold us in the past,
and set us free to live fully in your love,
free to love, free to serve you;
in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news of the gospel:
As a voice from heaven said to Jesus, so God says to each of us:
You are my beloved child, and with you I am well pleased.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Response of Praise – Hymn 582
“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”

GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)

Life in Community
The peace and joy of the Lord be with you and yours today.
Thank you for joining us for worship.
Other announcements….
Children’s Message
Prayer for Illumination
Saving God, source of our calling,
your Word is full of power and glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
so that we may receive your grace
and live as your beloved people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture: Mark 1:4-11
Sermon: Full Immersion
Offering
On this Baptism of the Lord Sunday,
we celebrate the great gift of baptism and the life of promise therein.
God has given us life and resources for it, so let us give in return.
You may give online through our website, catonsvillepres.org.
If you’re not a member or friend of the CPC community, please consider giving to a faith community
where you live, a neighborhood church that could use your support at this time.
In a time of silence now, let us remember and give thanks for God’s gifts to us this week:
time, talent, money, family, relationships, friends, life itself.
Then ask yourself: where is the Spirit leading me this week to share my gifts through the work of the
church and the love of neighbor?
Musical Offering: “With Malice Toward None”

by John Williams
from the Motion Picture “Lincoln” (2012)
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Prayer of Dedication
O God, in our baptisms we have been named
and claimed as your covenant people, connected deeply with you,
with one another and with the earth.
May these gifts be used as a witness to your love,
peace and justice at work in the world, renewing the face of the earth.
Hymn 509 – See page 8. “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”

HOLY MANNA

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper & Lord’s Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
O God of mercy and might.
In your wisdom, you made all things and sustain them by your power.
You have called forth your people in every age
to be your servants and speak your word.
When we rebelled against your call and turned from your ways,
in your love you called us back to you.
You delivered us from captivity, and made covenant to be our sovereign God.
You sent prophets to call us to justice and compassion.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of heaven
and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Sanctus – Hymn 559. See page 9. “Holy, Holy, Holy”
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord, in whom you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation.
Baptized in Jordan’s waters, Jesus took his place with sinners
and your voice proclaimed him your beloved.
Your Spirit anointed him to bring good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives,
to restore sight to the blind, to free the oppressed.
He lived among us in power and grace, touching broken lives with your healing peace.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your church, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
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Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,
we take from your creation this bread and this wine
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you
to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
O God, number us among your own beloved,
give us power to do your work, to show your love,
and to live holy and joyful lives.
In the unity of the Spirit we pray, through Christ,
with Christ, in Christ, who taught us to pray,
Our Father…
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Communion Music: “First Snow”

Oja Gjello

Prayer of Gratitude
We give you thanks and praise, O God,
that you have fed us with your mercy
and poured out your Spirit within us.
Continue to nourish and fill us each day,
that we may live as your beloved people,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn: “God of Love, We've Known Division”
God of love, we've known division and we've seen its awful cost.
We have struggled as a nation, and there's much that we have lost.
We have been a house divided — and, divided, we can't stand.
May our nation be united; give us peace throughout this land.
Turn us, Lord, from what divides us — fear that drives us far apart,
greed that leads to great injustice, racist ways that break your heart.
May we seek what brings together — hearts that bear each other's pain,
care and mercy toward our neighbors, love that welcomes strangers in.

BEACH SPRING

5
May we all, in conversation, speak the truth and listen well.
May we hear, across this nation, stories others have to tell.
May we learn from other cultures and be blessed by their worldview;
May we serve with one another — loving others, loving you.
You have challenged us to goodness; you have shown a kinder way.
It's your love that now inspires us as we seek a better day.
May we end our harsh division; may we stop the hate and fear.
Make us one, Lord, as a nation; may we be united here.
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844; attributed to Benjamin Franklin White
Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, written for the 2020 U.S. Election.
Blessing & Charge
Hear the voice of God that claimed you in baptism:
you are precious, beloved, in God’s sight.
God has claimed our lives in baptism
that we might die to sin and be raised to new life,
and God’s Spirit empowers us now to follow Jesus into our world.
So as you go, lift up the brokenhearted
and stand with the oppressed.
Love God with your whole life and love your neighbors as yourself. Amen.
Postlude: Choral Song

Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)

~ ~ ~ ~
Music Note on the Prelude
The great French organist Olivier Messiaen, was one of the most important composers of the
twentieth century. Le Banquet Céleste (The Celestial Banquet or The Heavenly Banquet) bears a slow
tempo marking, “very slow, ecstatic” along with an epitaph, “All that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my
blood, dwelleth in me, and I in them." (John 6:56)
Two themes evoke the mystery and solemnity of holy communion – in the first, lush, modal chords
slowly unfolding represent the body of Christ, while short, drop-like notes in the organ pedal are
marked, “as a water drop” – representing Christ’s blood.
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Participants
• Dorothy Boulton, associate pastor
• Kathy and Keith Glennan, video production
• Susan Hutton, sanctuary set-up coordinator
• Jason Kissel, interim organist
• Greg Knauf, director of music
• Kenneth E. Kovacs, pastor
• Vickie Lord, teleprompter
Image
• Baptism of the Lord by Dr. He Qi.
Sources
• Dr. Roger Gench, interim editor, The Presbyterian Outlook.
• Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (Louisville, Westminster John Knox
Press, 2018).
• Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2013).
• Book of Common Worship (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2018).
• "Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with
license #A-734388; CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 4/30/2021 + Streaming License B
20481071 4/30/2021”
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Catonsville Presbyterian Church
1400 Frederick Road • Catonsville, MD 21228-5017
Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Church 410-747-6180 www.catonsvillepres.org
Child Care Center 410-747-4581 www.cpcfccc.org
kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org dboulton@catonsvillepres.org
office@catonsvillepres.org

