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Growing in Grace: September Adult 

Education Opportunities. See page 3.

Worship Through Music: Sharing 

musical talent. See page 4.

Get Down and Dirty: Creation Care 

Team News. See page 5.

July Session Meeting. Learn more 

about what we're doing. See page 6.

INSIDE

September 2018

MESSENGER

O
n September 9—Kickoff Sunday—we kickoff another 
program year at CPC! Church School is back in  
session (9:00 a.m.). Worship returns to the sanctuary 
(10:30 a.m.). Our adult education program resumes on 

September 16 (see page 3 for details), with a variety of ways to 
explore and deepen our faith. And the All-Church Picnic will be 
after worship on September 23. 

continued on page 2 ➲
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“Gather Us In”
Continued from Page 1

Throughout the summer, committees, boards, 
and staff, have been dreaming about and plan-
ning for this new season in the life of the church. 
The fall will be busy. The Mission Committee 
will be exploring new initiatives as we approach 
the needs of the wider community with fresh 
eyes. The Outreach Committee will host a new  
members class on Saturday, September 22. We 
will have a special guest from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo on World Communion  
Sunday (October 7)—and we will welcome 
Dorothy Boulton back from her sabbatical.  
The Website Design Team will be hard at work 
developing a new website for CPC, which we 
plan to unveil on the First Sunday of Advent 
(December 2). This is just a small sampling. 
There are plenty of ways for you take part, get 
involved, share your gifts and passions. I’m 
looking forward to exploring what God is calling 
us to be and to do in this remarkable community 
of faith.

“You are the salt of the earth,” Jesus told 
us (Mt. 5:13). “You are the light of the world” 
(Mt. 5:14). When the church is truly being the 
church, this is who we are, salt and light. Marty 
Haugen’s hymn “Gather Us In,” centers on these 
images of salt and light. I’ve come to really love 
this hymn because it casts a beautiful vision 

of the church, who we are, and what we are 
called to be. And I like it because it’s a prayer—
a prayer of the entire congregation in worship, 
hoping, dreaming, searching, longing to be 
transformed and then used as God’s witnesses 
and for God’s purposes.

It is my hope that this hymn will become our 
constant prayer this coming year:
We are the young, our lives are a mystery

We are the old who yearn for your face

We have been sung throughout all of history

Called to be light to the whole human race

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty

Gather us in, the proud and the strong

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly

Give us the courage to enter the song

Not in the dark of buildings confining
Not in some heaven light years away

But here in this place the new light is shining

Now is the kingdom, now is the day

Gather us in and hold us forever

Gather us in and make us your own

Gather us in, all peoples together

Fire of love in our flesh and our bones.

May it be so! 9

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY IS OCTOBER 7. The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be  
received and we will welcome to the pulpit Dr. Isaac Kalonji, President of the Presbyterian 
Community of Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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On September 16, we kick off another season of classes, studies, seminars, and  

discussions on a variety of themes and issues designed to deepen our commitment to 

Christ, foster our growth as Christians, and challenge us to be faithful in new ways!

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the library. Child care is always provided.  

MISSION IN MOTION:

Growing in Grace: Adult Education  
Opportunities in September

SEPTEMBER 2

No class.
SEPTEMBER 9

Kickoff Sunday. No class.
SEPTEMBER 16

Prayer in the Silence of God.  

We kick off our season with 
an exploration of silence and 
prayer. Kierkegaard tells the 
story that one day, “A man 
prayed, and at first he thought 
that prayer was talking. But he 
became more and more quiet 
until in the end he realized 
that prayer was listening.” 
No words. No talking to God.  
Only listening. Listening in 
silence, listening to the silence, 
listening for what the silence 
has to say to us. All of this isn’t 
easy, especially when we do 
everything we can to avoid 
silence. But what if God resides 
there, in the silence?  
Led by Kenneth Kovacs.

SEPTEMBER 23

Loving the Refugee.  

Families and children from 
around the world, the major-
ity from Central America, 
continue to arrive at the U.S. 
southern border to seek safety 
and hope. Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance (PDA) has been 
responding in cooperation 
with mid-councils and con-
gregations working with refu-
gees and immigrants. Susan 
Krehbiel, a PDA staff member, 
will provide an update on the 
church’s response to the plight 
of immigrants and refugees 
coming to the United States.
SEPTEMBER 30

The Community of  

St. Dysmas: Ministering  

to Those in Prison

Jesus gave his disciples a few 
very direct commands that 
specify actions we are to take 

as his followers—tell his story, 
feed the hungry, care for the 
sick and those in need—and 
be present for those in prison.  
The Community of St. Dysmas 
(housed at Salem Lutheran in 
Catonsville) is a ministry of 
the Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
that provides worship for those 
incarcerated in the Maryland 
state prison system. The Rev. 
Susan Beck, interim pastor of 
St. Dysmas, will talk about her 
ministry and the joys and chal-
lenges of ministering “inside 
the walls.” So who was St. 
Dysmas? Come and hear his 
story and learn how you can 
get involved in this ministry. 9

ATTENTION PARENTS OF THIRD GRADERS!

Catonsville Presbyterian has a long history  
of giving Bibles to our third graders. If you  
are the parent/guardian of a child this age, 
please make sure that the Christian Education  
Committee has your child's name (as you 
would like it inscribed) on file. Please send this 
information by September 9 to Jodie Virago 
at jvirago@gmail.com. Thank you!
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Worship Through Music
by Greg Knauf, Director of Music

We are truly blessed at CPC 
to have so many individuals 
participate in life of the church 
through music! Each season 
provides many opportunities 
for those of all ages to share 
their musical gifts in worship. 
We have a congregation that 
loves to sing and isn’t afraid 
of exploring new songs and 
hymns. How great it is to be 
surrounded by music each 
Sunday—from the voices 
in the pews to the music of 
the choirs, to the organ and 
piano. For anyone interested 
in becoming more involved 
with any of our choirs, please 
see the descriptions of each 
ensemble below. There is a 
place for everyone who wants 
to participate!
CHANCEL CHOIR

The Chancel Choir regularly 
contributes to Sunday worship 
services and provides music 
for special services throughout 
the year. Our Chancel Choir 
members love being able  
to present weekly musical  
offerings and help lead worship  
through singing. Rehearsals 
are Thursdays, 7:35–9:00 p.m. 
in the choir room, and we meet 
Sundays before worship at 
9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary. Our 
first official rehearsal will be 
Thursday, Sept.13th, but we 
will meet briefly after worship 
on Sept. 2nd to prepare for 
kick-off Sunday. 

HANDBELL CHOIR

The handbell choir offers 
music in worship roughly 
one Sunday a month and is a 
unique way to participate in 
worship. We are looking for 
new ringers this season. No 
ringing experience is necessary, 
but it is strongly recommended 
that players know how to read 
music. Handbell choir rehears-
als are Thursdays, 6:45–7:30 
p.m. We’ll begin the season 
with a “polishing party” on 
Thursday, Sept. 20th and will 
start regular rehearsals on 
Thursday, Sept. 27th.
CHILDREN’S CHOIR

The Children’s Choir is part  
of our Church School program, 
involving children in Kinder-
garten through 4th Grade. 
Through the use of sacred 
songs appropriate to their age 
level, the children are taught 
basic musical and vocal skills. 
The children also learn the 
value of sharing their talents 
with the congregation, and 
offering praise to our Lord, by 
frequently participating in wor-
ship services throughout the 
year. The children rehearse on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Choir Room prior to their 
church school classes.  
YOUTH CHOIR

Young people in 5th grade and 
higher participate in this choir.  
The singers in this group 
develop their vocal skills and 

music reading skills by learning  
music in a variety of styles, 
including contemporary  
Christian music. This group 
also participates in selected 
worship services throughout 
the year. They rehearse on Sun-
day morning from 8:40–9:00.

As we kick off another season, 
please join me in thanking all 
of the volunteer musicians who 
contribute in such a valuable way 
to our worship experience!

If you are interested in get-

ting involved with the music 

ministry of CPC, or want 

more information, feel free to 

speak to me or email me at 

music@catonsvillepresb.org. 

You may also speak to Doug 

or a current member. 
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Love Getting Your 
Hands in the Dirt?  
The Creation Care 
Team Has An Activity  
for That.
by Ron Gunderson

We are happy to report that the BGE Green 
Grant program has awarded us funding toward 
conservation landscaping which will capture 
stormwater runoff from the garage and the  
adjacent small parking lot. In addition, we will 
be extending the design to include an upgrade  
of the plantings around the existing labyrinth. 
We are always grateful for the support of  
external partners!
Is your idea of heaven playing in the dirt? Do 
you appreciate a freshly weeded bed? Looking to 
make like-minded, dirty-fingernailed friends? 

If any of the above sounds familiar, please  
join the Creation Care Team as we continue to 
make our woodlands a healthy and beautiful  
place as well as close out this season in  
preparation for winter. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH, 9 AM 

Come when you can, stay as long as you can

■■  Remove weeds and invasive/non-native 
plants

■■  Clear overgrown areas/prepare for over-
seeding with meadow grasses

■■ Prepare mulched walkways
■■  General garden preparation around  

the Church House/Garage
Don’t let a lack of garden gloves or fear of  

dehydration deter you: gloves and water will  
be provided.

For more information please email Ron 
Gunderson at cinron.md@verizon.net.

Fall is a great time to enjoy our woodland sanctuary 

and the native plants around the Church House.

Life in the  
Community

Austin and Emily Fromm  
Thomas welcomed Jane Emily 
Thomas on June 26, 2018. 
Josh Semiatin and Beth  
Klingaman were married at CPC 
on July 14, 2018. Diane Doctor 
and Dawn Given were married 
at Kittamaqundi Church in  
Columbia on August 11, 2018. 
Both marriages were officiated by 
Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Kovacs.
Sympathy is expressed to the 
family of Walter Hughes, who 
died on July 13, 2018.

Dear Catonsville Presbyterian Church,

Thank you so much for offering space for my family and friends to  
have our bridal shower. To be able to celebrate and connect with loved 
ones in such a meaningful and beautiful space was such a gift and 
made the experience very special for me. All the efforts your team went 
through to advise us on timing as well as where to place things were so 
appreciated. We had a lovely time, made all the more special by being in 
a space shared by those I love and who have supported Josh and I along 
the way. 

With gratitude, Beth Klingaman

Thank You! C
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July Session Meeting Highlights
The Session is a body of 15 members, elected by the congregation and ordained 
as ruling elders, who provide leadership for our congregation. Following are high-
lights of the regular monthly Session meeting of July 25, 2018.

■■  The Finance Committee reported that we  
are experiencing the drop-off of income 
that is typical of the summer months, while 
expenses continue. The current result is a 
deficit of $23,709 through the June 30, 2018 
financial report. Reminders to members 
to “pay before you go” are being made in 
the Sunday bulletin and the Messenger, to 
remind members to keep their giving to 
the church up to date through the summer 
months. A recovery in the fall is expected.

■■  The Trustees gave the Session a status  
report on our recovery from the flooding  
caused by the heavy rains in late May. 
Replacement of the bottom 2’ of drywall 
will be necessary in Child Care Center areas 
of the basement. Fortunately, no mold has 
been found. Repairs are also being made 
in the Church House basement. The new 
floor in the gym will not require repairs, as 
it returned to normal after it dried. We have 
received $5,000 from Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance and $25,000 from our insurance 
carrier toward flood recovery, but the total 
expenses are expected to exceed those funds.

■■  The Worship Committee announced that 
new pottery communion ware was  
purchased for CPC at the 2018 General 
Assembly of the PC(USA). It has been the 

recent custom of the PC(USA) to commission 
a new design for communion ware, which 
 is used to serve communion to the General 
Assembly commissioners, so our new  
communion ware will be “slightly used.”

■■  The Website Task Force reported that site 
design is under way with the website design 
firm, and content for the site is being devel-
oped over the summer. It is expected that the 
new CPC website will be launched on the 
first Sunday in Advent, in December 2018.

Session recognizes the need to  
continually communicate with our 
membership, and we welcome your 
suggestions for communication  
exchange. Session member contact 
information is listed in the Church  
Directory, so it is easy to communicate 
directly with your church leaders. Take 
a few minutes to send a message to a 
Session member, the pastors, or the 
church office, and let us know what 
you think. We want to hear from you!
 
— David Hutton, Clerk of Session 

dhutton1@verizon.net

Our Financial Resources Doing God’s Work

We rely on everyone to support what God is 
doing through this congregation. The vitality  
of this ministry is secured by God’s grace  
and funded by the faithfulness and commit-
ment of God’s people. We are counting on 
the ongoing generosity of our members and 
friends. Thank you!  
—Keith Glennan, Finance Committee

Actual income as of August 18: $300,220

Actual expense as of August 18: -$326,440

Total:   -$26,220
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CPC Calendar 
EVERY WEEK
SUNDAYS, starting September 9

9 a.m. Church School, ages 3–high school
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
(Communion is the first Sunday of the month)

Starting September 16
9 a.m. Adult Education, Library

MONDAYS 
7–9 p.m. Martial Arts, Fellowship Hall 
8–10 p.m. Scottish Dancers, Gym

TUESDAYS
9–11 a.m. Al-Anon, France Room
9:30 a.m. Needles Group, Library
7–9 p.m. Charm City Dancers, Gym
7–9:30 p.m. Martial Arts, Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAYS
7–8 p.m. Cub Scouts, Scout Rooms/Gym

THURSDAYS
5:30–6:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous, Library
7–9:30 p.m. Kung Fu, Fellowship Hall
7:30–9 p.m. Boy Scouts, Scout Rooms/Gym

UPCOMING IN SEPTEMBER 
SATURDAY, September 1

1–4 p.m.  Tai Chi, Gym 
SUNDAY, September 2

9:30 a.m.  Worship: Communion, Fellowship Hall 
(final summer worship) 

MONDAY, September 3
Church Offices Closed

TUESDAY, September 4
7 p.m.  Concert Board, Library 

WEDNESDAY, September 5
7 p.m.  Session, Library

THURSDAY, September 6
7–9 p.m.  Boy Scout Committee, Library 

SATURDAY, September 8
9 a.m.  Creation Care Team Gardens Workday 

SUNDAY, September 9
Kickoff Sunday 
9 a.m. Church School, ages 3–high school
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45 a.m.  Mission Committee, Conference Room

MONDAY, September 10
9:30 a.m.  Presbyterian Women Monday a.m. 

Circle, France Room 
6 p.m.  Contemplative Prayer Group,  

France Room
7:30 p.m.  Adult Education Committee,  

Conference Room
TUESDAY, September 11

6:45 p.m.  Baltimore Dakota Steering Committee, 
Library

7:30 p.m.  Worship Committee, Conference Room 
WEDNESDAY, September 12

7 p.m.  Child Care Council, Senior High Room 
7 p.m.  Outreach Committee, Library 
7:30 p.m.  Trustees, Conference Room 

THURSDAY, September 13
9:30 a.m.  Presbytery Gathering, First Presbyterian 

Church of Cumberland 
7–9 p.m.  Cub Scout Committee, Library 
7:35–9 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal,  

Music Room
SATURDAY, September 15

1–4 p.m.  Tai Chi, Gym 
SUNDAY, September 16

9 a.m.  Adult Education, Library 

WEDNESDAY, September 19
2–4 p.m.  Committee on Preparation for Ministry, 

Library 
6:15–7:45 p.m.  Alzheimer’s Caregivers’ Support 

Group, France Room
7 p.m. Envision Board, Conference Room
7 p.m. Personnel Committee, Library

THURSDAY, September 20
7:35–9 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal,  

Music Room
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MESSENGER DEADLINE: September 15
Send your content for the October 

Messenger to Interim Editor, Jen  

Lockard, at jlockard@ariacreative.net.

SATURDAY, September 22
9:30 a.m.–12 p.m.  Exploring Membership 

Class, France Room 
SUNDAY, September 23

11:30 a.m.  All-Church Picnic, Church House 
Back Lawn 

6:00–7:30 p.m.  Crossroads, Youth Rooms/
Fellowship Hall 

MONDAY, September 24
6 p.m.  Contemplative Prayer Group,  

France Room
WEDNESDAY, September 26

7 p.m.  Deacons, Library
7–8 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack Meeting,  

Fellowship Hall
THURSDAY, September 27

6:45–7:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 
Upper Music Room

7:35–9 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal,  
Music Room

OUR MISSION
We seek to find and share God's calling for 
this community of faith through worship, 

fellowship and service.

Catonsville Presbyterian Church
1400 Frederick Road

Catonsville, MD 21228
(P) 410-747-6180, (F) 410-747-7263

www.catonsvillepresb.org
www.facebook.com/catonsvillepresb

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. 

office@catonsvillepresb.org

Child Care Center
(P) 410-747-4581, (F) 410-744-5168

www.cpcfccc.org
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AUG/SEPT 2017

Ken Kovacs' book is featured online 

throughout April. See page 4.

Safe Motherhood Kits on May 12. 

They will be assembled. See page 6.      

CPC is Mortgage Free! View a photo 

of the final payment. See page 7.

CPC on Facebook. A different way to 

spread the good news. See page 8.

INSIDE

APRIL 2018
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New Member 
Spotlight

by Ken Kovacs

T
here’s a song I remember singing as a boy in church 
school. “I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy/ Down in my 
heart.” Our teacher would ask, “Where?” And we sang, 
“Down in my heart.” “Where?” she asked. “Down 

in my heart. I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy/ Down in my heart/ 
Down in my heart to stay.” The refrain then followed, “And I’m 
so happy/ So very happy/ I have the love of Jesus down in my 
heart/ And I’m so happy/ So very happy/ I have the love of 
Jesus down in my heart.”
    I’ve been reflecting a lot recently on the nature of joy in the 
Christian life. Perhaps it has something to with how I’m feeling 
these days with the state of the nation and our world. There’s an 
old Chinese curse that goes, “May you live in interesting times.” 
These are certainly “interesting” times. This is also a demanding 

continued on page 2 ➲

JOY: It's About More 
Than Being Happy

THE GRIFFINS
Amanda and Kurt Griffin are 
Long Island, NY, natives who 
came to Maryland separately 
for their professions about 10 
years ago. Amanda is an occu-
pational therapist and Kurt is in 
law enforcement.
    “Even though we grew up 
around the corner from each 
other, we did not connect until, 
during our 10 year high school 
reunion, we found out that we 
both lived in Baltimore,” says 
Kurt who married Amanda in 
September 2016. Their son 
Jackson was born in August 
2017. 
    Kurt grew up Presbyterian 
and Amanda grew up Catholic. 
    “We were drawn to CPC 
because of the family-centered 
atmosphere, warm welcome 
and community outreach, 
among other positive aspects,” 
says Kurt. 

continued on page 5 ➲
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Children, Youth & Families. Cas-

serole Night is Jan. 14. See page 4.

Welcoming Snooki. Supporting "No 

Hate in 21228." See page 7.

Picture Page. Scenes from celebrat-

ing Advent. See page 8.

Envision Fund. Applications are due 

March 1. See page 11.

INSIDE

JANUARY 2018
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From the Study

by Lee V
an Koten

Choosing Welcome:

CPC helps refugees settle into new life

L
ast summer, Session approved helping a Syrian refugee 

family—the Alfares family—that had arrived in the Unit-

ed States in the autumn of 2016 after spending several 

years in a refugee camp in Turkey. The Alfares' were then 

living in Baltimore City, where the five children (two teenagers 

and three in elementary school) were having terrible problems in 

school, including serious violence directed against one of them.

    Since that time, through the efforts of members of this con-

gregation, and of friends of members of this congregation in the 

wider Catonsville community, things have changed for the bet-

ter. Just before the beginning of the school year, the family was 

able to move into a rowhouse here in Catonsville that happens 

to be owned by a member of Catonsville Presbyterian Church. 

The three younger children are all attending Hillcrest Elemen-

tary School, where they’re doing very well and have made 

many friends. The two teenagers are attending the English as a 

“…and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that 

they had seen at its ris
-

ing, until it st
opped over 

the place where the child 

was. When they saw that 

the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with 

joy” (Matthew 2:9-10).

Epiphany. From the Greek epi-

phaneia, meaning “manifesta-

tion” or “appearance.” In Classi-

cal Greek, the word was used to 

describe the appearance of new 

light at dawn. It was also used 

to describe the appearance of a 

deity. Epiphany was also used 

interchangeably with theoph-

any, meaning the appearance 

of a god or God. In the New 

Testament, we find the word 

used in Paul’s epistle to Timo-

thy. “This grace was given to us 

in Christ Jesus before the ages 

began, but it has now been 

revealed through the appearing 

of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 

abolished death and brought 

life and immortality through the 

gospel” (2 Timothy 1:9-10).

     Before the designation of 

Christmas as December 25, the 

nativity of Christ was celebrated 

on January 6. Its earliest refer-

ence as a Christian feast was 

in 361. Epiphanius of Salamis 

(d.403), bishop of Salamis, in 

continued on page 3 ➲
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by Ken Kovacs
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Ash Wednesday Feb. 14. CPC 
hosts this year's service. See page 4.SouperBowl of Caring. Enjoy soup 

and sandwiches Feb. 11. See page 5.

From the Kitchen. Pics from       
Casserole Night. See page 6.Scout News. Eagle award given to 

twin brother duo. See page 9.

INSIDE

FEBRUARY 2018
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Fire Up Your Burners:Chili Cook Off is Feb. 25

by Ken Kovacs

I
n 1968, Elizabeth O’Connor (1928-1998) wrote a small, yet 

enormously influential book on the nature and vision of 

the church. “Journey Inward, Journey Outward” tells the 

story of The Church of the Saviour community, an innova-

tive, ecumenical church based in Washington, DC, committed to 

renewal.      Renewal has less to do with growing membership rolls and 

more to do with personal growth and transformation, that is, 

Christian discipleship.  The recovery of what it means to be a dis-

ciple of Christ will, inevitably, lead to the renewal of the church, 

recovering “something of the vitality and life, vigor and power of 

the early Christian community.”  
    Writer, teacher, counselor and leader of small groups, 

O’Connor was a staff member of The Church of the Saviour for 

It’s that time again! The CPC 
Hotter Than Thou Chili Cook 
Off will take place after wor-
ship on Feb. 25 in Fellowship 
Hall. We need about 8-10 
cooks to supply their very 
best chili, and compete for 
the CPC Golden Ladle. The 
lucky winner will represent 
us in the finals against other 
local churches in Howard 
County on Sunday, March 
11, at Church of the Resur-
rection in Ellicott City. 
    We hope you’ll sign up to 
cook, or donate at the actual 
Cook Off. Each dollar you 
donate to your favorite chili 
goes towards the programs 
of Bridges to Housing Stabil-
ity, a nonprofit organization 
that works to end home-
lessness through affordable 
housing solutions and advo-
cacy in Howard County.  
    Contact Vickie Lord 
(lord.victoria@gmail.com) to 
sign up today! 9

continued on page 2 ➲

by Vickie Lord

Where will your Lenten 
journey take you?


