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Growing in Grace: October Adult 
Education Opportunities. See page 3.

Thursday Morning Bible Study: 
Sermon on the Mount. See page 4.

September Session Meeting: 
Learn more about what we're doing. 
See page 7.

Adopt a Turkey for Grace AME: 
Sharing Thanksgiving. See page 8.

INSIDE

October 2018

MESSENGER

World Communion Sunday is October 7! One of the 
many joys of being a Christian is sharing our love 
of Christ and the Church with sisters and brothers 
all around the globe. 

As we gather at the Lord's Table on this Sunday, we are reminded  
of our intimate bond with Christ and with all who seek to serve 
him in the world. The unique bond, this fellowship (koinonia) that 
we experience through our connection with the global Church is 
real, profound, and beautiful. It is one of my favorite Sundays of 
the year. This year, we have several opportunities to learn about 
and celebrate our ministry beyond Catonsville. 

continued on page 2 ➲

Only Connect
by Kenneth Kovacs
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In Christ there is no east or west, 
In him no south or north,
But one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide earth.
—John Oxenham, 1908
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“Only Connect” 
Continued from Page 1

On October 6 & 7, we will lift up our work  
in the Democratic Republic of Congo and  
Tanzania. The Presbyterian Church in the DRC 
has its roots in 1891, when the Rev. William H. 
Sheppard, from the Hampton Institute in  
Virginia, along with Samuel Lapsley, founded 
the American Presbyterian Congo Mission at 
Luebo in the Belgian Congo. The Presbyterian  
Community in the Congo, the oldest Presbyte-
rian denomination, along with the Presbyterian 
Community of Kinshasa are the two major 
Reformed communions in the DRC. Today, 
Presbyterians are engaged in various ministries 
of education and health throughout the DRC, 
especially in the Kasai region.

Here’s what we have planned for the weekend:

Saturday, October 6: 
CPC in the DRC: Telling Our Story.  
The Mission Committee will host a Potluck  
Dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed by a special pro-
gram that will share the story of CPC’s presence 
in the DRC, and provide an overview of the 
many ways we have been involved in ministry 
there, for more than twenty-five years. And we 
will welcome back Don Padgett, former PCUSA 
mission worker in Kananga and CPC member, 
who inspired our work in the DRC. Bill Rule, 
from the Congo Mission Network and mem-
ber of Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church, 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia, will share what’s 
happening at IMCK-Good Shepherd Hospital in 
Tshikaji in the Kasai. And Emily Esworthy, from 
IMA World Health, will also join us. 

Sunday, October 7:
Mission in the DRC. 9:00 a.m. Jim Cox,  
Chief Operating Officer for IMA World Health,  
will provide the latest news from their work  
in Tanzania. A recent Envision Fund grant  
of $30,000 to IMA is providing life-saving pedi-
atric cancer treatment through the Muhimbili 
National Hospital in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 
Come and hear about this ministry of mercy  
and healing. (See page 3 for more details.).  

Let us Worship God! 10:30 a.m. We’ll welcome 
Dorothy Boulton back from her sabbatical. The 
Peace and Global Witness Offering will be  
received and we’ll celebrate our unity in Christ. 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering  
enables the church to promote the peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of injustice across 
the world: 25% of the total offering supports 
local ministry; mid councils (presbyteries and 
synods) retain an additional 25% for ministries 
of peace and reconciliation; and the remaining  
50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency  
to advocate for peace and justice in cultures  
of violence—including our own—through  
collaborative projects of education and Christian  
witness. This year, our local portion will support 
the PC(USA)’s Office of Public Witness in  
Washington, DC. 

World Communion Sunday is celebrated 
around the world today, demonstrating that 
the church founded on Jesus Christ peacefully 
shares God-given goods in a world increas-
ingly destabilized by globalization and global 
market economies based on greed. Come, let 
us celebrate our oneness in Christ with all our 
brothers and sisters around the world. 

In Christ now meet both east and west;
In him meet south and north.
All Christly souls are one in him
Throughout the whole wide world.
—John Oxenham, 1908 9
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Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the library. Child care is always provided. 

Growing in Grace:  
Adult Education Opportunities in October

OCTOBER 7
World Communion Sunday: 
Mission in Tanzania 
We welcome Jim Cox, Chief 
Operating Officer for IMA 
World Health, who will update 
us on IMA’s work in Tanzania. 

Jim has worked in international  
relief and development for 
twenty years, serving senior 
management positions both in 
the field and at related head-
quarters. He worked for nearly  
ten years with the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief.  
Prior to his current position, he 
served as the Country Director 
for IMA Tanzania. He holds 
an MA in International Politics 
and Economics.
OCTOBER 14
Church for a New Millennium: 
A Look at Spirituality Among 
Today’s College Students 
How do college students feel 
about church? Where do they 
connect with the Spirit in their 
lives? What does the future of 

Christianity look like for the 
next generation? Come explore 
these questions and learn 
about the complex world of 
Interfaith Chaplaincy among 
today’s college students. We 
are not as different as you may 
think! 

Led by Rev. Maeba Jonas,  
assistant chaplain, The Johns 
Hopkins University.
OCTOBER 21
Salt & Light
Our Thursday Morning Bible 
Study resumed in early October 
with an exploration of the  
Sermon on the Mount  
(Matthew 5–7). We’ll review 
some of the themes that we’ve 
discussed so far, with attention 
given to the radical blessings 
known as the Beatitudes. Led 
by Kenneth Kovacs.

OCTOBER 28
Bob Dylan and Christianity
Did you know that Bob Dylan 
kept a large copy of the King 
James Bible on a podium in  
his study? Did you know  
that he would bring a Bible  
to recording sessions when 
completing a new song? Did 
you know that Bob Dylan's 
already brilliant career was 
recast when he converted to 
Christianity in 1978, at age 37? 
It’s true that Dylan's music 
never lacked for spiritual 
undertones. For his eminence 
in American poetry and song-
writing, he was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 
2016. Linda Meyer will present 
a brief overview of Dylan's life 
and career and spirituality as 
seen in his work. 9

The Mission Committee invites you 
to “Re-visioning Mission”
Tuesday, November 13 
Dinner at 6:30 and Program 7–9 p.m.
With staff from The Center—a mission of the Presbytery of Baltimore and recent recipient of an 
Envision Grant to support the Hands and Feet initiative—we will take stock of Catonsville’s mission 
engagement, begin to discern how God is at work in Catonsville, and imagine the ways God might  
be calling the congregation to be in relationship with its neighbors. Look for more details in the  
weeks ahead.
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The TMBS returns on…well, Thursdays!  
Join us October 4, 10:30 a.m.–12 p.m. for our  
new study of the Sermon on the Mount  
(Matthew 5–7). 

We studied the entire Gospel of Matthew several 
years ago; now we are going to read these  
chapters very slowly and dwell on the spirit of 
the sermon. Being the consummate teacher, Jesus 
offers this challenging teaching in order  
to inspire our moral imaginations, freeing us to 
live boldly as “salt” and “light” in the world. 

We will bring several companion texts into the 
conversation: Clarence Jordan’s Sermon on the 
Mount (1980), which demonstrates the meaning  
of the sermon through the author's work on  
Koinonia Farm in Americus, Georgia; the opening  
chapters of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of 
Discipleship, written in 1937 for the seminarians 
of the Confessing Church in Nazi Germany; and 
Richard Rohr’s Jesus’ Plans for a New World: The 
Sermon on the Mount (1996). 9

Whether you’re a seasoned student 
of the Bible or have never studied the 
Bible before, please join us!

Thursday Morning Bible Study: 
Sermon on the Mount
by Ken Kovacs

Welcome Back,  
Dorothy!
 
Rev. Dorothy Boulton returns from her four-
month sabbatical on Monday, October 1. She 
will be back in worship on Sunday, October 7, 
World Communion Sunday. We trust and hope 
that this time away from the regular rhythm 
of ministry has given her space to breathe and 
an opportunity to (re)discover balance in her 
life. We look forward to welcoming her back 
for what is shaping up to be a very busy and 
exciting fall at CPC. 
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UPCOMING
November 4:  
All Saints’ Sunday 
We will gather at the Communion table  
and remember the saints in light. For we  
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses  
(Heb. 12:1).

November 11:  
A Service for Peace
A special service this Veteran’s Day, as we mark 
the centennial of the armistice that ended the 
First World War.

November 18:  
Commitment Sunday
We will welcome new members, (re)commit to 
the ministry of CPC and present our financial 
pledge commitments for 2019, and welcome the 
Rev. J. Barrie Shepherd back to the pulpit.

November 25:  
Reign of Christ Sunday
The culmination of the liturgical year. We will 
give thanks for the past and the present and  
affirm our hope in the sovereign love of Christ.

YOUTH GROUP
Sunday, October 7
Middle and high school will meet at the church 
6–7:30 p.m. Dinner will be provided.

Monday, October 15 
Middle school trip to Adventure Park hosted  
by Jennifer and Joel Hutton. Keep an eye on the 
bulletin for time. 

Sunday, October 21
Senior high’s Halloween party will be held at  
Ellen and Andrew Frank’s house, 6158 Regent 
Park Road Catonsville, MD 21228, 6–8 p.m.  
Dinner will be provided.

CHURCH SCHOOL
Our Christian Education ministry is back in  
full swing! Our children have been enjoying 
their church school classes and the fellowship 
time after worship. Our third graders were 
presented with their own New Revised Standard 
Version Bibles on September 16. We are exploring  
new and exciting possibilities with our high  
school youth. 

Stay tuned for some big news! We are always 
glad to discover what God is doing in our lives 
and where He is inviting us to go.
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Fall activities have begun for Cub Scout Pack 
306 and Boy Scout Troop 306. Our Church wel-
comes new members and several new leaders.

Cub Scout Pack 306’s program year got under-
way with its first Den Meeting on September 12, 
followed by the first Pack Meeting on Septem-
ber 26. The group’s fall camping adventure is 
planned for October 13–14 in Patapsco State 
Park. Many new Cubs have joined us, signed up 
by parents at area schools’ Back to School Night. 

The fall popcorn sale is also underway with 
proceeds funding Pack activities. Available in a 
variety of sizes and types, prices range from  
$10–$25. Microwave popcorn and collector tins 
are also on hand. For additional information, 
contact Popcorn Chairman, Tracy Soltesz  
(popcorn@cub306.org).  

Welcome to our new Cubmaster, Thomas 
Cherry, and to the new committee chairperson, 
Melissa Cherry. Both served in a leadership  
position in our Pack last year. For additional  
information about joining the Pack, email  
Thomas Cherry (cubmaster@cub306.org).

 Boy Scout Troop 306’s Summer Camp in 
late June and trip to Florida National High 
Adventure Sea Base in August both had good 
attendance and participation. The Fall Court of 
Honor, held on September 27 in Fellowship Hall, 
honored Scouts with merit badges and rank  
advancements earned since late spring. Their 
first fall camping trip was to Thomas Point 
Lookout, in Anne Arundel County. The Troop 
has also been invited again to participate in the 
Renaissance Festival. Look for our Scouts and 
their parents on October 21 working at all the 
soda booths. This commitment provides funds  
to help the Troop’s outdoor program. 

For additional information about member-
ship or activities, email Scoutmaster Jeff Scharf 
(jscharf306@gmail.com).

Scouts Update 
by Glenda K. Johnson
Chartered Organization Representative

TOP: Thomas and Melissa Cherry at Cub Scout sign 
up night on September 5. BOTTOM: The Cub Scout 
popcorn sale is now in full swing. With multiple  
varieties and sizes available, there is something  
for every popcorn lover. Contact Tracy Soltesz  
(popcorn@cub306) for more details. 
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September Session Meeting Highlights
The Session is a body of 15 members, elected by the congregation and ordained 
as ruling elders, who provide leadership for our congregation. Following are high-
lights of the regular monthly Session meeting of September 5, 2018.

■■  The Finance Committee reported that we 
have experienced the drop-off of income  
that is typical of the summer months, while 
expenses continue. The current result is a 
deficit of $33,000 through the August 31, 2018,  
financial report. Reminders to members to 
“catch up” with their giving are being made 
in the Sunday bulletin and the Messenger, 
to remind members to bring their giving to 
the church up to date following the summer 
months. Supplemental gifts, over and above 
our pledges, are particularly invited to avoid 
an end of year deficit.

■■  Session voted to donate the $500 in the  
Vacation Bible School account due to the  
cancellation of our Vacation Bible School  
session this summer. The money was  
donated to Dickey Memorial Presbyterian 
Church to assist in transportation of children 
in their summer camp program.

■■  Session approved the recommendation of  
the Personnel Committee to hire Lisa Roca  
as our new Communications Consultant,  
effective September 10, 2018. 

■■  A Columbarium Task Force has been formed, 
with Jeanne Mueller as the chair. The task 
force will be meeting to investigate possible 
locations for a columbarium or memorial 
garden that are consistent with our Land-
scape Plan. The task force also intends to 
investigate the experiences of other churches 
with columbariums on their grounds. 

■■  The Website Task Force reported that site 
design is well under way with the website 
design firm, Theory One, and content for  
the site is being developed and refined. Site 
visits to CPC by Theory One and a photo 
shoot are planned in the next couple of 
months. It is expected that the new CPC 
website will be launched on the first Sunday 
in Advent, December 2.

■■  The Creation Care Team is coordinating  
with the Old Catonsville Neighborhood 
Association and the local police to address 
vandalism and other issues with teenagers in 
the Woodlands area. Neighborhood residents 
greatly appreciate the work that has been 
done to improve the Woodlands and want to 
work with us to keep the area attractive for 
use by local families, Hillcrest students, and 
Child Care Center classes.

Session recognizes the need to continually 
communicate with our membership, and we 
welcome your suggestions for communication  
exchange. Session member contact information  
is listed in the Church Directory, so it is easy to  
communicate directly with your church leaders.  
Take a few minutes to send a message to a 
Session member, the pastors, or the church 
office, and let us know what you think. We 
want to hear from you! 

— David Hutton, Clerk of Session 
(dhutton1@verizon.net)

Our Financial Resources Doing God’s Work
We rely on everyone to support what God is  
doing through this congregation. The vitality  
of this ministry is secured by God’s grace  
and funded by the faithfulness and commit-
ment of God’s people. We are counting on  
the ongoing generosity of our members and 
friends. Thank you! 
—Keith Glennan, Finance Committee

Actual income as  
of September 15: $332,283

Actual expense as  
of September 15: -$365,923

Total:  -$33,640
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PLEASE WELCOME

Lisa Roca
Lisa Roca joined us in September as the new 
part-time Communication Consultant for  
Catonsville Presbyterian Church. In this role, her 
mission is to develop and improve methods of 
communication within the church and beyond 
it. Her responsibilities include managing the 
functionality and content of the new website, 
newsletter, social media, and developing print 
materials for new and current members.

Lisa comes to us with fifteen years of experience  
focused on working with nonprofit organizations  
as a marketing, communications, and graphic 
design professional. Previously, she worked as 
the Communications Manager at Blue Water 
Baltimore, where she developed annual reports, 
year end appeals, social media, fact sheets,  
event postcards, and managed the website to 
support the organization's programmatic and 
fundraising activities.

" It is a true pleasure to join the staff at Catonsville Presbyterian. Since moving to Oella with my 
husband, the church has had an important role in our lives, beginning with our growing family 
attending CPC's Family Child Care Center and continuing as our children have grown into Boy 
Scout Troop 306. I look forward to working with all of you and getting to know everyone a little 
bit better!" —Lisa Roca

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide 
events sponsored by Church World Service 
and organized by religious groups, businesses, 
schools, and others to raise funds to end  
hunger in the U.S. and around the world.  
This year, the local walk will begin at St. John’s 
United Church of Christ, at 1000 South Rolling  
Road, on Sunday, October 7. The day will  
begin at 1:15 p.m. with a lunch, offered for  
$5 per person, with no need to pre-register. 
The walk will follow at 2:00 p.m. 

We need as many walkers as possible to keep 
our spot as “church with the most walkers,” a 
“title” we have held for the last few years. If 
you cannot participate in the 1K or 5K walk, 
please consider sponsoring a walker. These 

funds are used both locally and internationally 
to feed the hungry and raise awareness about 
hunger issues. Local funds support Southwest 
Emergency Services, Catonsville Emergency 
Assistance, and 40 West Assistance and Refer-
ral. To donate to the walk or sponsor the CPC 
team, please visit the following:

Catonsville CROP Walk 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/ 
catonsvillemd

Donate to CPC’s walk team
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/ 
catonsvillemd/Donate

Please contact Vickie Lord with any questions  
(410-877-4685).

CROP Walk, October 7 
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The missionaries of Grace AME Church oper-
ate a food pantry every Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon. The pantry is run strictly by volun-
teers, most of whom are senior citizens. There 
are no paid employees, stipends, grants, or 
endowments, and the shelves are often stocked 
by the volunteers using their personal monies to 
feed the recipients rather than turn them away.

Each year, it has been the church’s tradition to 
provide Thanksgiving baskets with a turkey and 
all the fixings for a wholesome holiday dinner 
for families that are economically challenged. 
Unfortunately, this year Grace AME Church’s 
resources are depleted. They reached out to  
CPC because of the partnership between the  
two churches that was established a number of 
years ago and whose compassion and generosity  
can help make this a Happy Thanksgiving  
for the over 125 families who cannot provide  
for themselves.

CPC family, please take a stand against hunger 
and lend your support to Grace AME Church 
and this worthwhile endeavor. They are in  
need of monetary donations for turkeys and  
the following items:

■■ Stove Top stuffing
■■ Boxes of macaroni and cheese
■■ Canned green beans
■■ Canned cranberries
■■ Canned yams
■■ Bagged rice

Members of the Mission, Dismantling Racism, 
Peace and Justice, Christian Education Commit-
tees and Deacons will be at a table in Fellow-
ship Hall to take your donations each Sunday 
September 30–October 28. Our “turkey” will be 
dressed with a feather for every donation made. 
Let’s make sure the turkey is fully dressed by 
November 1. 

There will also be signup sheets at the table 
for volunteers to help fill the bags at Grace AME 
Church on November 16 and to distribute the 
food on November 17.

For those who prefer to mail their donations 
to CPC, make checks payable to Catonsville 
Presbyterian Church with Adopt a Turkey on the 
memo line.

Questions about the food drive? Contact  
Nancy Henderson at henderrath1@verizon.net  
or 410 788-5414.

Adopt A Turkey for Grace AME Church

Gratitude Gap
Although most of us know that gratitude is good—and good for us—there is  
a gap between our desire to be grateful and our ability to behave gratefully. 
The implications of the gap are bigger than we realize, affecting both our 
personal and public lives. In her latest book, Diana Butler Bass says 78% 
of Americans feel a strong sense of gratitude on a weekly basis. However, 
there’s a gratitude gap. “We may be thankful in private, but individual grate-
fulness does not appear to make much difference in our larger common life.” 

How large is this gap in your life?
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The CPC Web Team is making great progress on 
our church’s new website. We plan to debut the 
site on the first Sunday of Advent, December 2, 
the start of our new church year. The site will 
be completely redone, with refreshed content, 
new photographs, a new navigation system, and 
other features. We have selected a web develop-
ment firm that has extensive experience working 
with churches, including Brown Memorial Park 

Avenue. We will be conducting a professional 
photo shoot on October 21 and will have more 
information to share about that soon. Web Team  
members are Ann Nickels (chair), Vickie  
Lord (co-chair), Tracy Lantz, Betsy Hall, Keith 
Glennan, Rob Burriesci, Vit Blay, and Ken  
Kovacs. We are grateful for the support of the 
Envision Fund. 

Website Development Update 
by Ann Nickels

Life in the  
Community
Natalie Claire Doring was born 
on June 12, 2018, weighing in 
at a healthy 7 lbs., 6 oz. Born 
to parents Alex and Rebecca 
(Becca) Ebersole, Natalie’s 
grandparents are Eric and Tara 
Ebersole, and her great-grand-
parents are Ben and Shirley 
Ebersole—making Natalie the 
fourth generation in her family 
to be part of our congregation!

During our summer worship in Fellowship Hall, Cheryl Thurber 
provided artistically arranged flowers from her yard. Thank you, 
Cheryl, for generously sharing your bounty and making His 
natural glory part of our worship.

Thank You! C
re

di
t:

 D
an

ie
l L

er
ps

 /
 fl

ic
kr

Presbyterian Women
Fall has signaled the beginning of this year's Circle meetings for Presbyterian Women. Circles are 
small groups of women who meet for Bible study, fellowship, and support. There are 4 Circles, some 
that meet in the morning and some in the evening. All women are invited to join a Circle that fits  
your schedule.

For more information, please call Connie Renner (410-997-4168), or Judy Brownawell (410-565-6032).
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CPC Calendar 
EVERY WEEK
SUNDAYS

9 a.m. Church School, ages 3–high school
9 a.m. Adult Education, Library 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
(Communion is the first Sunday of the month)

MONDAYS 
7–9 p.m. Martial Arts, Fellowship Hall 
8–10 p.m. Scottish Dancers, Gym

Starting October 15
3:15–5:15 p.m.  Tutoring Syrian Children, Cross-

roads and Rising Stars Rooms

TUESDAYS
9–11 a.m. Al-Anon, France Room
9:30 a.m. Needles Group, Library
7–9 p.m. Charm City Dancers, Gym
7–9:30 p.m. Martial Arts, Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAYS
7–8 p.m.  Cub Scouts, Scout Rooms/Gym/ 

Fellowship Hall/Rising Stars Room 
(Except October 31, Halloween)

Starting October 13
3:15–5:15 p.m.  Tutoring Syrian Children, Cross-

roads and Rising Stars Rooms

THURSDAYS
10:30 a.m. Bible Study, Library (Except October 25)
5:30–6:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous, Library
6:45–7:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Upper 

Music Room 
7–9:30 p.m. Kung Fu, Fellowship Hall
7:30–9 p.m. Boy Scouts, Scout Rooms/Gym

Starting October 11
7:35–9 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal,  

Music Room

UPCOMING IN OCTOBER 
MONDAY, October 1

9:30 a.m.  Presbyterian Women Monday A.M. 
Circle, France Room 

WEDNESDAY, October 3
10 a.m.–12 p.m.  Committee on Ministry, Library
7 p.m.  Session, Library

THURSDAY, October 4
7–9 p.m. Boy Scout Committee, Library 

FRIDAY, October 5
2–3:15 p.m. Writing Group, France Room 

SATURDAY, October 6
1–4 p.m.  Tai Chi, Gym 
5:30 p.m.  Potluck and Mission Presentation,  

Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY, October 7: World Communion Sunday
1 p.m.  CROP Walk, St. John's United Church  

of Christ 
6–7:30  Rising Stars and Crossroads Youth (dinner 

provided)

MONDAY, October 8
1–3:30 p.m.  Bridges Presbyterian Women Circle, 

France Room
6 p.m.  Contemplative Prayer Group,  

France Room 

TUESDAY, October 9
6:45–9:30 p.m.  Baltimore Dakota Steering  

Committee, Library
7 p.m.  Concert Board, France Room 

WEDNESDAY, October 10
7 p.m.  Child Care Council, Rising Stars Room
7:30 p.m.  Trustees, Conference Room 

THURSDAY, October 11
7–9 p.m. Cub Scout Committee, Library

TUESDAY, October 16
6:30 p.m.  Finance Committee, Library
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Send your content for inclusion in the  
November Messenger to Editor Lisa Roca 
(lroca@catonsvillepresb.org).

WEDNESDAY, October 17
6:15–7:45 p.m.  Alzheimer's Caregivers' Sup-

port Group, France Room
7 p.m. Envision Board, Conference Room 

THURSDAY, October 18
6 p.m.  Personnel Committee, Conference 

Room 

FRIDAY, October 19
2–3:15 p.m.  Writing Group, France Room 

SATURDAY, October 20
1–4 p.m.  Tai Chi, Gym 

SUNDAY, October 21
6–8 p.m.  Crossroads Halloween Party, Home 

of Ellen and Andrew Frank 

MONDAY, October 22
6 p.m.  Contemplative Prayer Group,  

France Room

WEDNESDAY, October 24
2–4 p.m.  Committee on Preparation for  

Ministry, Library
7–8 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack Meeting,  

Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY, October 28
11:45 a.m.  Mission Committee, Conference 

Room 

WEDNESDAY, October 31
7 p.m.  Deacons, Library

OUR MISSION
We seek to find and share God's calling for 
this community of faith through worship, 

fellowship and service.

Catonsville Presbyterian Church
1400 Frederick Road

Catonsville, MD 21228
(P) 410-747-6180, (F) 410-747-7263

www.catonsvillepresb.org
www.facebook.com/catonsvillepresb

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 
8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. 

office@catonsvillepresb.org

Child Care Center
(P) 410-747-4581, (F) 410-744-5168

www.cpcfccc.org
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AUG/SEPT 2017

Ken Kovacs' book is featured online 
throughout April. See page 4.
Safe Motherhood Kits on May 12. 
They will be assembled. See page 6.      

CPC is Mortgage Free! View a photo 
of the final payment. See page 7.
CPC on Facebook. A different way to 
spread the good news. See page 8.

INSIDE

APRIL 2018
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New Member 
Spotlight

by Ken Kovacs

There’s a song I remember singing as a boy in church school. “I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy/ Down in my heart.” Our teacher would ask, “Where?” And we sang, “Down in my heart.” “Where?” she asked. “Down in my heart. I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy/ Down in my heart/ Down in my heart to stay.” The refrain then followed, “And I’m so happy/ So very happy/ I have the love of Jesus down in my heart/ And I’m so happy/ So very happy/ I have the love of Jesus down in my heart.”
    I’ve been reflecting a lot recently on the nature of joy in the Christian life. Perhaps it has something to with how I’m feeling these days with the state of the nation and our world. There’s an old Chinese curse that goes, “May you live in interesting times.” These are certainly “interesting” times. This is also a demanding 

continued on page 2 ➲

JOY: It's About More Than Being Happy

THE GRIFFINS
Amanda and Kurt Griffin are Long Island, NY, natives who came to Maryland separately for their professions about 10 years ago. Amanda is an occu-pational therapist and Kurt is in law enforcement.

    “Even though we grew up around the corner from each other, we did not connect until, during our 10 year high school reunion, we found out that we both lived in Baltimore,” says Kurt who married Amanda in September 2016. Their son Jackson was born in August 2017. 
    Kurt grew up Presbyterian and Amanda grew up Catholic.     “We were drawn to CPC because of the family-centered atmosphere, warm welcome and community outreach, among other positive aspects,” says Kurt. 

continued on page 5 ➲
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Children, Youth & Families. Cas-

serole Night is Jan. 14. See page 4.

Welcoming Snooki. Supporting "No 

Hate in 21228." See page 7.

Picture Page. Scenes from celebrat-

ing Advent. See page 8.

Envision Fund. Applications are due 

March 1. See page 11.

INSIDE
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From the Study

by Lee Van Koten

Choosing Welcome:

CPC helps refugees settle into new life

L
ast summer, Session approved helping a Syrian refugee 

family—the Alfares family—that had arrived in the Unit-

ed States in the autumn of 2016 after spending several 

years in a refugee camp in Turkey. The Alfares' were then 

living in Baltimore City, where the five children (two teenagers 

and three in elementary school) were having terrible problems in 

school, including serious violence directed against one of them.

    Since that time, through the efforts of members of this con-

gregation, and of friends of members of this congregation in the 

wider Catonsville community, things have changed for the bet-

ter. Just before the beginning of the school year, the family was 

able to move into a rowhouse here in Catonsville that happens 

to be owned by a member of Catonsville Presbyterian Church. 

The three younger children are all attending Hillcrest Elemen-

tary School, where they’re doing very well and have made 

many friends. The two teenagers are attending the English as a 

“…and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that 

they had seen at its ris-

ing, until it stopped over 

the place where the child 

was. When they saw that 

the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with 

joy” (Matthew 2:9-10).

Epiphany. From the Greek epi-

phaneia, meaning “manifesta-

tion” or “appearance.” In Classi-

cal Greek, the word was used to 

describe the appearance of new 

light at dawn. It was also used 

to describe the appearance of a 

deity. Epiphany was also used 

interchangeably with theoph-

any, meaning the appearance 

of a god or God. In the New 

Testament, we find the word 

used in Paul’s epistle to Timo-

thy. “This grace was given to us 

in Christ Jesus before the ages 

began, but it has now been 

revealed through the appearing 

of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 

abolished death and brought 

life and immortality through the 

gospel” (2 Timothy 1:9-10).

     Before the designation of 

Christmas as December 25, the 

nativity of Christ was celebrated 

on January 6. Its earliest refer-

ence as a Christian feast was 

in 361. Epiphanius of Salamis 

(d.403), bishop of Salamis, in 

continued on page 3 ➲
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by Ken Kovacs

TIDINGS / page 1

AUG/SEPT 2017

Ash Wednesday Feb. 14. CPC 
hosts this year's service. See page 4.SouperBowl of Caring. Enjoy soup 

and sandwiches Feb. 11. See page 5.

From the Kitchen. Pics from       
Casserole Night. See page 6.Scout News. Eagle award given to 

twin brother duo. See page 9.
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Fire Up Your Burners:Chili Cook Off is Feb. 25

by Ken Kovacs

I n 1968, Elizabeth O’Connor (1928-1998) wrote a small, yet 

enormously influential book on the nature and vision of 

the church. “Journey Inward, Journey Outward” tells the 

story of The Church of the Saviour community, an innova-

tive, ecumenical church based in Washington, DC, committed to 

renewal.      Renewal has less to do with growing membership rolls and 

more to do with personal growth and transformation, that is, 

Christian discipleship.  The recovery of what it means to be a dis-

ciple of Christ will, inevitably, lead to the renewal of the church, 

recovering “something of the vitality and life, vigor and power of 

the early Christian community.”  
    Writer, teacher, counselor and leader of small groups, 

O’Connor was a staff member of The Church of the Saviour for 

It’s that time again! The CPC 
Hotter Than Thou Chili Cook 
Off will take place after wor-
ship on Feb. 25 in Fellowship 
Hall. We need about 8-10 
cooks to supply their very 
best chili, and compete for 
the CPC Golden Ladle. The 
lucky winner will represent 
us in the finals against other 
local churches in Howard 
County on Sunday, March 
11, at Church of the Resur-
rection in Ellicott City.     We hope you’ll sign up to 

cook, or donate at the actual 
Cook Off. Each dollar you 
donate to your favorite chili 
goes towards the programs 
of Bridges to Housing Stabil-
ity, a nonprofit organization 
that works to end home-
lessness through affordable 
housing solutions and advo-
cacy in Howard County.  
    Contact Vickie Lord (lord.victoria@gmail.com) to 

sign up today! 9
continued on page 2 ➲

by Vickie Lord

Where will your Lenten 
journey take you?


