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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

 

CATONSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

December 5, 2021 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Prelude: “Carol of the Bells” arr. Kristin Campbell  

  Dean Renner and Jill Schultz, violin 

*Call to Worship (Responsive) 

If life was a home, then we would pray— 

May God’s love be the foundation.  

May Christ be the cornerstone.  

May the Spirit be the windows—ushering light in.  

 May hope be the walls—holding us together.  

 

In this hour of worship, let us work toward 

building that home together.  

We may not know the path ahead, 

but God is here, even now.  

 Let us give thanks for a foundation of love.  

Let us worship God. 

 

*Hymn 102 (For those following at home, see page 11.) 

 “Savior of the Nations, Come” NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

 

Advent Candle Lighting  Kris Holmes 

As we reflect on the foundation 

of our faith in our lives, 
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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

 we gather together 

around the candle of peace.  

 

The home we long for is a home  

that knows peace—  

peace that rests between us and our grief,  

peace around our anxiety,  

peace between us and our self-criticism,  

peace amidst our relationships,  

peace at the core of our being, 

peace hovering through and in our world.  

 

The home we long for is a home 

that knows peace.  

So today we light the candle of peace— 

as a reminder and as a prayer. 

Let it be so. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  

In our Gospel reading today, 

Zechariah, a new father,  

speaks to his newborn son, John the Baptist, 

for the very first time. 

Imagine for a moment 

what that must have been like for him. 

What would you say to a newborn 

sleeping in your arms? 

What would you want them to know 

on their very first day?  

What would you want your words to convey? 

Love? Safety? Hope? Blessing?  

And can we imagine the same words 

being said to us?  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Holy God, when John was born, 

Zechariah leaned down 

and whispered words of love into his ear. 

We know that you do the same for us, 

yet we fail to hear your words or trust them.   
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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

We forget that in the beginning we were made good.  

We doubt that we could ever be enough.  

We search after self-worth and wear ourselves out 

aiming for perfection.  

We deflect words of praise. Forgive us. 

Help us accept your acceptance and love. 

Open our ears as you open our hearts,  

so that we might rest on the foundation 

of goodness you have laid for us.  

 Silent Prayer of Confession 

Declaration of Forgiveness (Responsive) 

No matter how old we get, 

God continues to say to us: 

“You are loved; you are forgiven.”  

This is the foundation of our lives. 

This is the truth upon which we build our home.  

So breathe deeply.  

There is grace and peace here. 

Proclaim the good news: 

We are loved. We are forgiven. 

We are claimed. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

*Response of Praise: Hymn 582 (See page 12.) 

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” GLORY TO GOD (Vasile) 

Life in Community 

The peace and joy of the Lord 

 be with you and yours today. 

Thank you for joining us for worship. 

Other announcements…. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

Scripture: Luke 1:57-79 

 

Sermon: Original Blessing 
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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

Call to Offering 

May our offerings today 

pour forth from our hearts, 

hearts that know the blessings of God.  

May God’s light break forth in us 

and then through us, through our work, 

our commitment to be people of peace and hope. 

You may give online through our website, catonsvillepres.org.  

You may also find a 2022 pledge form there. 

If you wish to give in person, an offering plate 

is located near the sanctuary entrance. 

Feel welcome to place your offering there 

at the end of the service. 

With gratitude to God, 

let us present our gifts and be generous. 

 

Musical Offering: “See, Amid the Winter’s Snow” arr. Kristin Campbell 

 

Prayer of Dedication (Unison) 

Holy One, You are our home. 

You and your goodness are the place 

we return to again and again, 

the place we long to lay our head. 

Receive the gifts we make today.  

Take our offerings and transform them 

into acts of service and healing.  

Use these gifts to transform the world, 

becoming the home you have 

envisioned for us—a home of peace, 

a home built on the foundation of love. 

In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 

 

Communion Hymn 533: “In the Singing” BREAD OF PEACE 

 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Invitation to the Table 
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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving & Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

How can we thank you, O God? 

For sun, moon, and stars, 

for breath and life and all things good, 

for your steadfast promise and your faithful love, 

for the day that is surely coming 

when all things will be made new. 

With saints, with angels, 

and with the whole creation, 

we join the ancient and eternal hymn: 
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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

We give thanks, Holy God, for Jesus, 
who came to be your living Word, 
to baptize us with Spirit and fire, 
to feed the hungry, to humble the mighty, 
and to announce the good news 
 of your coming realm. 

With thanksgiving, we remember how, 

when the hour had come, 

Jesus took his place at the table 

with the apostles. 

He said to them, I will not eat this Passover again 

until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 

With thanks and praise we offer ourselves to you, 

sharing this holy meal, 

remembering Christ’s dying and rising 

and praying: Come Lord Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us— 

this bread, this cup, these people— 

Christ’s body and blood, 

given in love for the world. 

 



7 
 

___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

Make us one in the Spirit, 

one in the church, 

and one with Christ our Lord. 

 

Make us gentle, joyful, thankful people, 

serving our neighbors, worshiping you alone. 

Keep us in the peace of Christ 

until you gather us at your table in glory. 

Even now, a voice is crying in the wilderness: 

prepare the way of the Lord! 

 

Now with the confidence of children, 

we pray together, saying 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup 

 Hymn 520: “Taste and See” TASTE AND SEE 

 

Prayer After Communion (Unison) 

Jesus, you shared peace 

around a table of anxiety, 

peace with the bread, peace with the wine 

peace in the face of the uncertain, 

peace in the place of pain.  

May we share tables of peace 

in places of pain 

sharing food and friendship 

and words and life. 
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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand. 
 

Because you came to a fearful world 

and found your place 

around those tables. Amen. 

 

*Passing the Peace 

 

*Hymn 107 (See page 13.) “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” REJOICE, REJOICE  

 

*Benediction  

 

Postlude: “The Holly and the Ivy” arr. Kristin Campbell 

 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

 

WELCOMING ALL GOD’S PEOPLE 

 Catonsville Presbyterian Church recognizes that people of all ages have varying abilities and 

needs. If you meet or see someone with differing needs, whether an adult or a child, please recognize 

that underlying conditions may occasionally cause behavior that might be misinterpreted as 

inappropriate. Please reach out. Ask if there is a way that you might assist, and otherwise be 

understanding and supportive.  

 If you or a family member has special needs, please speak to one of the pastors or the Deacon of 

the Day. We want to fully appreciate each individual’s gifts and talents and help you to feel a part of 

this faith community. 

 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 

 Children are welcome in worship as part of the Whole Family of God. We are delighted they are 

here. For safety reasons we are not currently providing child care on Sunday mornings but 

fellowship hall is available for families to use. The service can be heard in the room, plus there’s 

plenty of space for active children. A parent may also take a child to the playground before, during, 

and after worship.  

Children’s Bibles and books are available in the back of the sanctuary, along with clipboards, 

crayons, markers, and paper. 

 Information about our education ministries for the fall are in our newsletter and can be found on 

our website, www.catonsvillepres.org. 

 

http://www.catonsvillepres.org/
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Participants 

• Dorothy Boulton, associate pastor 

• Kathy and Keith Glennan, ruling elder; video production 

• Kris Holmes, Advent candle lighting 

• Christopher Keenan, organist 

• Mark Kennedy, liturgist 

• Greg Knauf, vocalist 

• Kenneth E. Kovacs, pastor 

• Vickie Lord, social media support 

• Dottie Marshall, ruling elder, sanctuary set-up 

• Dean Renner, violinist 

• Jill Schultz, violinist 

 

Sources 

• Liturgy: Adapted from a liturgy written by Rev. Sarah Speed, A Sanctified Art LLC, 
sanctifiedart.org. 

• Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2013). 

• "Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license 

#A-734388; CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 4/30/2021 + Streaming License B 20481071 

4/30/2021” 

 

Image 

 Berakah (Blessing) by Hannah Garrity. Inspired by Luke 1:57-80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catonsville Presbyterian Church 
1400 Frederick Road • Catonsville, MD 21228-5017 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Church  410-747-6180     www.catonsvillepres.org 

Child Care Center  410-747-4581     www.cpcfccc.org 

kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org      dboulton@catonsvillepres.org 

office@catonsvillepres.org 

mailto:kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org
mailto:dboulton@catonsvillepres.org
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