
 

___________________________________ 
*All who are able, please stand. 
 



 

___________________________________ 
*All who are able, please stand. 

CATONSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

November 28, 2021 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Prelude: “Sleepers Wake! a Voice Is Calling” J. S. Bach 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 

Can one be homesick for something 

you’ve never known? 

We are homesick for a just world, 

for peace like rivers, 

for the end of suffering. 

We are homesick for the world God promises. 

We are homesick, but we are on our way. 

God is here.  

God is still creating. 

Let us worship God. 

 

*Hymn 83 (For those following at home, see page 11.)  

 ”Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” STUTTGART 

 

Candle Lighting Liturgy  Howie & Sara Nixon 

We hope for a world where all are fed. 

We hope for a world with more bridges than walls. 

We hope for a world with wide-open doors. 

We hope for a world with contagious laughter. 

We hope for a world where trees grow tall, 

and creeks run clean. 

We hope for a world where all people 

feel at home—in their bodies, in the church, 

in their physical homes. 

We hope for that world. 

We long for that world. 

We are homesick for that world. 

So today, we light the candle of hope because hope 

keeps our hearts alive as we wait. 

 Lighting of the candle. 
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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand.  
 

 

May this light be a reminder 

that the wait is always worth it. 

We are close to home. 

May we carry hope with us. Amen. 

 

Call to Confession  

When you’re a child and you get homesick 

at a sleepover or a summer camp, 

you call home, and your parents 

come and get you.  

Sometimes, that’s what love looks like. 

Love bails us out. 

In the same way, when we call upon God 

to confess that we’ve messed up, 

or forgotten something, 

or overlooked the truth, 

God answers with grace.  

God answers with love. 

So let us confess today, knowing that 

nothing could keep God from loving us. 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Gracious God, 

We find ourselves with two options every day— 

to stay homesick for the world 

you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win. 

Do we hope against hope, 

 or do we throw in the towel? 

Do we insist on a better world, 

or do we assume it’s impossible? 

Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. 

Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt 

 instead of using it to fuel a better world. 

Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go. 

Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness (Responsive) 

Siblings in Christ, 

even when we throw in the towel, 

 even when we give up on hope, 
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___________________________________ 

*All who are able, please stand.  
 

 

 God does not give up on us. 

We are loved. 

We are claimed.  

We are invited closer to God’s home.  

So hear and trust this good news: 

 There is room for us in God’s house, 

and nothing can separate us from that love.  

We are claimed. 

We are forgiven. 

We are welcomed home.  

 Thanks be to God! Amen. 

*Response of Praise: Hymn 266 ANTIOCH 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, 

rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love. 

 

*Passing the Peace 

Life in Community 

The peace and joy of the Lord 

 be with you and yours today. 

Thank you for joining us for worship. 

Other announcements . . . . 

Children’s Message 

Prayer for Illumination (Responsive) 

God of the stars and God of our hearts, 

our days will pass, 

but your words will last. 

 

The earth might fade, 

but your words will last. 
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___________________________________ 
*All who are able, please stand. 

 

Our memories might blur, 

but your words will last. 

The grass will wither, 

but your words will last. 

The sky could go dark, 

and your words would last. 

So as we listen today, 

help us to hold onto what will last. 

Help us hold onto you. 

Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

Scripture: Luke 21:25-36 

 

Hymn 88 (See page 12.) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL 

 

Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 

Sermon: Find Our Way 

 

Call to Offering 

Friends, it does not take long 

to see that we are not home yet.  

There are people who are hungry, 

oceans that are polluted, 

churches that are fading, 

walls that are growing.  

We are clearly not home yet.  

So until we reach that promised day, 

until we make it home, 

giving what we can 

to make a better world matters.  

When we give our tithes and our offerings 

we help build God’s home here.  

So with hopeful hearts, let us give.  

 

You may give online through our website, catonsvillepres.org.  

You may also find a 2022 pledge form there. 

If you wish to give in person, an offering plate 

is located near the sanctuary entrance. 
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___________________________________ 
*All who are able, please stand. 

Feel welcome to place your offering there 

at the end of the service. 

With gratitude to God, 

let us present our gifts and be generous. 

 

Musical Offering: “Appalachian Carol” arr. Molly Ijames 

 

Prayer of Dedication (Unison) 

Holy One, we long for the day 

that you spoke of when swords 

will be beaten into plowshares, 

the lion will lie down with the lamb, 

and justice will roll like waters.  

Until that day comes, take these gifts 

and use them to build that world here.  

You are our hope and our peace. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

God of the weary and waiting, Scripture tells us 

that where two or more are gathered, 

you are there.  

So we trust that you are here— 

listening to these words, 

drawing us close, 

stirring hope awake in us.  

And for that we are grateful.  

 

Today, Holy God, we find our home in you, 

when we are close to you . . .  
when we worship with your people, 

when we enter this space 

 and someone knows our name, 

when a hymn stirs our souls, 

when candles are lit, 

when we hear you speak to us, 

and when we sense 

 your presence and goodness.  

 

We feel close to home 

when our children are curious, 

when we find moments of true connection, 
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___________________________________ 
*All who are able, please stand. 

 

 when we are brave enough to be 

 who you call us to be. 

However, God, even with gratitude 

for our close-to-home moments, 

we also recognize that buried 

deep within us we have homesick hearts.  

 

Holy God, we are homesick for . . .  
We are homesick for a world we have not seen.  

We are homesick for a world where 

oceans are clean, 

trees are green, 

and animals are not endangered.  

We are homesick for a life where 

days feel expansive 

and Sabbath feels possible.  

We are homesick for days where 

mental health is not stigmatized, 

time is not a commodity, 

and self-worth is not a scarcity.  

 

God who never leaves us alone, 

we are carrying both hope 

and homesickness at the same time.  

Hold these feelings, this tension within us. 

May they lead us forward. 

For we realize, hope is a gift 

and homesickness is a reminder.  

For each conviction, we give you thanks.  

 

Now with the confidence of children, 

we pray together, saying 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; 
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___________________________________ 
*All who are able, please stand. 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 93 (See page 13.) “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO 

 

*Benediction (Responsive) 

As you leave this service, your service begins:  

Comfort the homesick.  

Open your doors to others.  

Seek sanctuary.  

Be brave enough to go home by another way.  

May the God of peace make you holy 

and the power of the Spirit sustain you 

until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 May it be so. 

 

Postlude: Postlude on Stuttgart 

*  *  *  *  *  *
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WELCOMING ALL GOD’S PEOPLE 

 Catonsville Presbyterian Church recognizes that people of all ages have varying abilities and 

needs. If you meet or see someone with differing needs, whether an adult or a child, please recognize 

that underlying conditions may occasionally cause behavior that might be misinterpreted as 

inappropriate. Please reach out. Ask if there is a way that you might assist, and otherwise be 

understanding and supportive.  

 If you or a family member has special needs, please speak to one of the pastors or the Deacon of 

the Day. We want to fully appreciate each individual’s gifts and talents and help you to feel a part of 

this faith community. 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

 Multi-age church school meets this morning. After the children’s message, children ages 5–5th 

grade will meet in fellowship hall till the end of the worship service. 

 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 

 Children are welcome in worship as part of the Whole Family of God. We are delighted they are 

here. For safety reasons we are not currently providing child care on Sunday mornings but 

fellowship hall is available for families to use. The service can be heard in the room, plus there’s 

plenty of space for active children. A parent may also take a child to the playground before, during, 

and after worship.  

Children’s Bibles and books are available in the back of the sanctuary, along with clipboards, 

crayons, markers, and paper. 

 Information about our education ministries for the fall are in our newsletter and can be found on 

our website, www.catonsvillepres.org. 

 

Participants 

• Dorothy Boulton, associate pastor 

• Kathy and Keith Glennan, ruling elder; 
video production 

• Christopher Keenan, organist 
• Mark Kennedy, liturgist 

• Greg Knauf, vocalist 
• Kenneth E. Kovacs, pastor 

• Vickie Lord, social media support 

• Dottie Marshall, ruling elder, sanctuary set-up 

• Ann Quinn, violinist 

 

Sources 

• Liturgy: Adapted from a liturgy written by Rev. Sarah Speed, A Sanctified Art LLC, 
sanctifiedart.org. 

• Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2013). 

• "Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license 

#A-734388; CCLI Copyright License B 20481088 4/30/2021 + Streaming License B 20481071 

4/30/2021” 

 

Image 

• Yearning by Hannah Garrity. Inspired by 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13. 

http://www.catonsvillepres.org/
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Catonsville Presbyterian Church 
1400 Frederick Road • Catonsville, MD 21228-5017 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Church  410-747-6180     www.catonsvillepres.org 

Child Care Center  410-747-4581     www.cpcfccc.org 

kkovacs@catonsvillepres.org      dboulton@catonsvillepres.org 

office@catonsvillepres.org 
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